
 
Netherwood’s English Curriculum 2022 Onwards 

 

Why is the subject important? 
(General introduction) 

Students will receive a rigorous journey through the academic discipline of 
English and an exploration of the best that has been thought and written. They 
will leave Netherwood with a wealth of cultural knowledge and the ability to be 
confident and creative, taking their seat at the table of academia, becoming 
global citizens.   

YEAR 7 

What will I be studying? 

In Year 7 students will study creative writing, transactional writing, in the form 
of a play and the dystopian genre. You will be building your knowledge of: 
mythology, through creative writing; the Victorians and crime, through the study 
of Sherlock Holmes; Shakespeare’s England, through the study of The Tempest; 
other cultures, through civil rights and conflict in society, through the dystopian 
genre.  

Career Links 

Historian 
Novelist 
Poet 
Playwright 

How will I be assessed? 

All students will complete the below in Year 7: 

• Weekly quizzes – in lesson teachers will tell students which box to revise 
for the following week. This includes 10 questions. Make sure you revise 
from your Knowledge Organiser for these quizzes. 

• Formative assessment – in lesson teachers will assess what students 
have learnt through marking a piece of work that they will be given 
feedback on and are given time to improve within lesson. This will take 
place in every two weeks. 

• Summative assessment – in each topic there will be a task to complete, 
linked to the piece of work that students have had the opportunity to 
improve upon, and it will be marked out of 20.  

• NGRT and Progress Tests – students will also complete computer-
generated tests which will provide teachers with data around reading, 
comprehension, spelling, punctuation and grammar.  

• Educake – a homework platform that can be accessed on a mobile 
phone/laptop and includes a quiz relating to the topic of study. 

Which websites should I use to 
support my learning? 

Educake 
BBC Bitesize 

YEAR 8 

What will I be studying? 

In Year 8, new learning will include the gothic genre, through studies of short 
stories. Additionally, students will build upon what they have learnt through 
further study of mythology, this time looking at poetry analysis, and the 
Victorians, through exploring the treatment of children during the time. Using 
students' knowledge of the dystopian genre, they will explore writer’s craft in a 
full text study of Animal Farm, looking at contextual factors and influences of the 
time period. Throughout the year, there will be opportunity to revisit both 
creative and transactional writing reaffirming your organisation of ideas as well 
as technical accuracy. 

Career Links 

Historian 
Novelist 
Poet 
Playwright 
Journalist  

How will I be assessed? All students will complete the below in Year 8: 



 
• Weekly quizzes – in lesson teachers will tell students which box to revise 

for the following week. This includes 10 questions. Make sure you revise 
from your Knowledge Organiser for these quizzes. 

• Formative assessment – in lesson teachers will assess what students 
have learnt through marking a piece of work that they will be given 
feedback on and are given time to improve within lesson. This will take 
place in every two weeks. 

• Summative assessment – in each topic there will be a task to complete, 
linked to the piece of work that students have had the opportunity to 
improve upon, and it will be marked out of 20.  

• NGRT and Progress Tests – students will also complete computer-
generated tests which will provide teachers with data around reading, 
comprehension, spelling, punctuation and grammar.  

• Educake – a homework platform that can be accessed on a mobile 
phone/laptop and includes a quiz relating to the topic of study. 

Which websites should I use to 
support my learning? 

Educake 
BBC Bitesize 

YEAR 9 

What will I be studying? 

In Year 9, new learning will include exploring how religion influences literature 
and the conflict experienced across the First World War, through building 
students' skills in analysing poetry. Additionally, students will build upon your 
knowledge of the Victorians further by exploring the period of science and 
discovery brought about with the industrial revolution. Revisiting Shakespeare’s 
England, students will explore the themes of anger and jealousy across Othello 
as well as other texts, adding to their understanding of writer’s craft. 
Throughout their studies, there will be opportunity to revisit both creative and 
transactional writing reaffirming their organisation of ideas as well as technical 
accuracy.  

Career Links 

Historian 
Novelist 
Poet 
Playwright 
Journalist 

How will I be assessed? 

All students will complete the below in Year 9: 

• Weekly quizzes – in lesson teachers will tell students which box to revise 
for the following week. This includes 10 questions. Make sure you revise 
from your Knowledge Organiser for these quizzes. 

• Formative assessment – in lesson teachers will assess what students 
have learnt through marking a piece of work that they will be given 
feedback on and are given time to improve within lesson. This will take 
place in every two weeks. 

• Summative assessment – in each topic there will be a task to complete, 
linked to the piece of work that students have had the opportunity to 
improve upon, and it will be marked out of 20.  

• NGRT and Progress Tests – students will also complete computer-
generated tests which will provide teachers with data around reading, 
comprehension, spelling, punctuation and grammar.  

• Educake – a homework platform that can be accessed on a mobile 
phone/laptop and includes a quiz relating to the topic of study. 

Which websites should I use to 
support my learning? 

Educake 
BBC Bitesize 

YEAR 10 & 11 



 

What will I be studying? 

Students at GCSE level will study for two GCSE qualifications, English Language 
and English Literature.  
 
Throughout Year 10 they will be taught: 
AQA English Literature, including the study of: 

• A Christmas Carol 

• Macbeth 

• An Inspector Calls 

• Anthology Poetry (Power and Conflict) 

• Unseen Poetry skills 
Eduqas English Language: 

• English Language - Component 1: 20th Century Literature Reading and 
Creative Prose Writing 

 
Throughout Year 11 they will be taught:  
Eduqas English Language: 

• English Language - Component 2: 19th & 21st Century Non-fiction 
Reading and Transactional/ Persuasive Writing 

Career Links 
A GCSE in English at a standard pass is a requirement for any position in further 
education, higher education, apprenticeship and most job role specifications.  

How will I be assessed? 

• Students are assessed within the mock series twice per year.  

• This assessment will always be a past paper, approved by AQA/Eduqas 
and the corresponding mark schemes used to feedback to students.  

• These assessments will inform students’ current and predicted grades, 
which are updated every other term. 

• Students may also be assessed within the classroom, using shorter 
papers or specific exam-style questions. These can also be used to 
inform students’ current and predicted grades. 

• Independent practice of exam-style questions is commonplace within 
GCSE classrooms, to build students’ resilience and independence ready 
for public examinations. 

• Students will be assessed on their retention of key knowledge through 
Knowledge Organisers and the Educake online homework platform.  

• Within the English department, we do provide Walking Talking Mocks, 
which allow students to experience the exam prior to an official mock, 
with a teacher guiding them through the paper and reminding them of 
the require skills.  

Which websites should I use to 
support my learning? 

• Educake – students can access a range of knowledge quizzes relating to 
the literature texts they have studied 

• BBC Bitesize – just select the topic you wish to revise 

• Massolit – lecture style short videos developing deeper understanding 
of core knowledge  

• The British Library – further study of contextual factors around the 
creation of the core texts 

‘ 


