
Parent information letter - September 2021 

Welcome back 

I hope you managed to enjoy some time with family and friends over the summer with the eased 

restrictions in place.  I wanted to get in touch early in the term with some important information and 

reminders now we have had our first full week back in the academy with all students.  

Vaccinations - COVID  
 
You will no doubt be aware that the Government has now confirmed 12 to 15 year olds can be 
vaccinated against COVID-19, providing their parents/carers give consent. 
 
Schools will be asked to help with the vaccination programme, for example by providing an 
appropriate vaccination space and support in obtaining parental consent. We will develop our plans 
to do this, in full discussion with local health professionals.  
 
Please be reassured that all children in this age group require your prior consent before any vaccine 
can be administered.  In short, no child will be vaccinated without consent.  All vaccinations would be 
carried out by health professionals, and the academy would not be involved in any other way than 
providing the space for this to happen. 
 
As soon as we have further details or additional information from the NHS we will of course share it 
with you.  Please watch this space. 
 

5* Strategy 

Netherwood Academy aims to celebrate the success of all its students in all areas of school life.  We 

believe that good behaviour is best promoted and developed by the use of targeted specific praise, 

and by rewarding impeccably behaved students, hence a real focus on rewards this year.  We endorse 

a learning culture where we expect all students to be resilient, reflective and to take responsibility for 

what they do. Towards the end of last year we introduced a 5*Learner strategy whereby students 

were given an attitude score by their subject teachers.  Please see students’ planners for the criteria.  

5* learners show outstanding attitudes to learning and work in school and out, they work extremely 

hard consistently, behave impeccably and work well with others.  We are extending this initiative 

further with 2 more aspects: a 5* Ready to Learn score which will be based on being on time, wearing 

correct uniform, bringing the correct equipment, eating only in designated areas, and using 

appropriate language.  It should be the aim of every student to improve their average score to at least 

4 in both measures.  A score of 4 or above will automatically grant a student a reward.  Please 

encourage your child to aim high as it really is the best measure of future success.  The third and final 

aspect of the 5 star strategy is 5*attendance. Improving attendance is clearly a school target.  We 

hope this positive strategy will help to close this attendance gap and reward those who have very 

strong attendance. If your child has weak attendance, please encourage them to attend school on 

time and every day. Conversely, if your child’s attendance is strong, please encourage them to keep 

this up and the 5 Star strategy will reward them each half term. 

Homework 

Netherwood’s homework policy supports classroom practice enabling students to extend their 

learning, practise skills learned in the classroom and deeply embeds knowledge giving students tasks 

that support deeper and more fluent recall as well as encouraging key behavioural skills such as self-

reliance, time management and personal organisation.   



KS3 Homework has 4 strands: 

 Knowledge organisers (Retrieval Sheets) 

 Love to learn projects 

 Above and beyond (opportunities to extend your learning beyond the classroom and be a 5* 

learner) 

 Online learning programmes such as Hegarty and Educake 

KS4 has three strands 

 Knowledge organisers /(Retrieval sheets) 

 Revision guides and the use of online learning programmes such as Hegarty and Educake 

 The competition of examination questions based on gap analysis 

It is the discretion of each subject area as to whether they use one or a combination of the above 

strands throughout the year. 

Students can use the following top tips to help support them with using their knowledge organisers 

(retrieval sheets) 

 

 

Access to site 

Please be reminded that vehicular access beyond the bollards is restricted to staff and visitors to the 

academy.  From September, only those parents and carers who have a pass will be permitted to 

proceed beyond the bollards; the front of school becomes very busy at certain times of the day, and 

we need to ensure that students are as safe as possible.   

Over the course of the last year, the bollards have been out of operation on 4 separate occasions, and 

remain out of action for the time being - in each case, this has been the result of vehicles attempting 

to tailgate another vehicle.  Please be advised that the bollards are automatically controlled, and allow 

only one vehicle to pass.  I would hate for anyone to suffer some of the damage that the bollards can 



cause by failing to heed the safety warnings on show.  If in any doubt whatsoever, please err on the 

side of caution and press the buzzer for reception. 

More generally, can I remind parents and carers that visits to the academy should, wherever possible, 

be by appointment.  Often, parents arrive wishing to speak to a specific member of staff, and very 

often that member of staff is unavailable as they have other commitments, meetings or are teaching 

at the time.  In order to speak to the person you wish to speak to, please contact them via email to 

arrange a mutually convenient appointment, or contact reception via phone. 

Attendance 

Parents/carers have a duty to ensure that their children receive a full-time education. Poor attendance 

has a detrimental impact on future life opportunities, particularly given the recent disruptions to 

education as a result of COVID.  Please remember: 

 All students to attend every day and arrive on time (form time commences at 8.25am) 
 Parents/carers to contact school immediately if their child is going to be absent, on each day 

of absence 
 Medical appointments to be booked outside of school hours wherever possible and advance 

notification to be provided 
 Term-time holidays will not be authorised unless there are exceptional circumstances 
 Referral to Education Welfare Service, fines and legal action are likely if attendance falls below 

94% 

If your child is struggling to attend school, please contact us so that support can be put in place. 

Access for students 

All students should enter the building at 8.25am via the main entrance / gates, students should not 

try to access the school site via any other means, including the fences, Pitt Street gates or via the staff 

carpark. The end of the day is 2:35 for all students, except those involved in after school clubs, events 

or sanctions. Students are not permitted to wait around for friends within the school building, if they 

are not involved in such activities. Students are welcome to wait outside the building. Should students 

enter the school site after the school day, police presence may be requested by site staff due to 

trespass. Should you need to contact your child at school, please do so via the reception telephone 

number so we can make appropriate arrangements for their safe collection.  

Contacting the academy - general 

Aside from using individual e-mail addresses for contact, or contacting reception, we also have the 

generic Contact email address contact@astreanetherwood.org  

This is monitored at least twice a day, and your message can either be dealt with by reply or forwarded 

to the most relevant person in the academy.  We will deal with your enquiry as soon as possible upon 

reading, but please understand that some things cannot be resolved immediately. 

Parents Evening 

Upcoming parents evenings this term are as follows: 

Year 9 - 9th December 2021 

Year 10 - 11th November 2021 

Year 11 - 14th October 2021 
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Many thanks for your continued support at the start of the new academic year - any questions can be 

sent to contact@astreanetherwood.org.  

 

Kind regards 

 

 

Jonny Mitchell 

 

mailto:contact@astreanetherwood.org

