


PARENT INFORMATION SUMMARY JULY 2021

End-of-term

On Friday 16th, school will close for the summer holiday period. At the beginning of period 
5 (1.35pm), students will go to their form tutor group until 2pm, at which point they will be 
dismissed for the holidays, accompanied by staff.

We are trying to arrange for the bus to leave at 2.10pm on this date.

If you usually collect your child from school, please note the earlier finish on this day only. 

September Start Dates
I recently contacted you via letter to outline the term dates for students in 2021-22, including 
details of INSET days.
I would like to provide some information about when students will return to the academy after 
the summer break.

On Friday 3rd September, only new Year 7 students will attend the academy.  During this time, 
they will be able to get to know the academy and its layout, as well as spend some intensive 
time with their tutors and teachers, so they are ready for the beginning of the following week.
All other students will return to the academy after the summer break on Monday 6th 
September.

As previously communicated, students are expected to arrive ready to start form tutor period 
at 8.25am.  The normal school day will end for all at 2.35pm, although there will be targeted 
additional periods for Year 11 students and a range of extra-curricular activities, all of which 
will extend the day beyond this time.  More details of what is available to which students will be 
confirmed in September.
The school bus is booked to depart at 2.50pm from September.

Testing prior to the return
The government has confirmed that self-isolation and isolation in the event of a positive case 
will, from September, be determined through NHS Track and Trace, and not through the school. 
There are plans to offer students lateral flow tests during the early part of the new academic 
year.

We do not yet know what the precise arrangements for this are, as these have yet to be 
confirmed by the government. As soon as we have a plan in place, which may be during the 
holidays, we will communicate through text message, app and the website. It may be that 
students are invited to take a lateral flow test on a date before their return to school, but we 
will confirm this as soon as possible.



Home learning / Homework expectations
All students will be expected to complete home learning in their subjects, as set by 
individual departments.  It is vital that this is completed, as it is more often than not 
given in the form of extra practice of a skill or some knowledge covered in lesson, a 
key assignment piece or preparation / revision for a future lesson.  Our expectations in 
respect of homework have changed, and students will not be allowed to simply fail to 
complete homework routinely.  We will be ensuring school is open longer in an evening 
to allow students to attend homework club.

In addition, Year 11 students - in preparation for their examinations - are expected to 
remain in school for Period 6 on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, according to need.  
This work will be targeted and parents will receive more information early on in the new 
autumn term.  Period 6 sessions will start week commencing 13th September.

Uniform expectations
Please see the attached summary of uniform expectations which will continue to be 
applied from September.

Litter and damage
Whilst we have seen a huge improvement in the litter situation over the past couple of 
weeks, there are still too many students who are showing no respect for the academy, 
its grounds or the wider community, and are dropping litter wantonly on the public 
highway.  We are taking steps to address this, but would ask for your support in 
ensuring you remind your children that the community and the academy is for everyone 
to enjoy, and that litter and deliberate damage to the building or facilities spoil this for 
everyone.  

One of the key issues is social time - students discarding their waste in the Heart Space 
or the play areas, for example, but also in corridors.  We will implement sanctions where 
students are littering the academy and its grounds, and would ask for your support in 
driving home the message that this sort of behaviour is unacceptable. There are also 
significant costs attached to repairing damage and litter clean-up which would be better 
spent on resources to support students’ learning.

Please be aware that we are permitted to pass on the costs of deliberate damage to 
students, and we will pursue reimbursement where it is clear acts have been deliberate 
or the result of carelessness which should have been avoided.
Already this year, damage to the building has taken over £15,000 from the academy 
budget, money which could be used to provide equipment and resources to improve 
learning

Safety - water safety, railway lines, etc
There has been much in the news recently around children keeping themselves safe 
around water and railway lines - we understand the temptation in summer to take a dip 
in a stream or reservoir, or to mess around near railway lines.  However, it would be 
remiss of me not to implore you as parents and carers to remind your children of the 
very significant dangers of doing so.  Parent information summary July 2021



Access to site
Please be reminded that vehicular access beyond the bollards is restricted to staff and visitors 
to the academy.  From September, only those parents and carers who have a pass will be 
permitted to proceed beyond the bollards; the front of school becomes very busy at certain 
times of the day, and we need to ensure that students are as safe as possible.  
Over the course of the last year, the bollards have been out of operation on 4 separate 
occasions - in each case, this has been the result of vehicles attempting to tailgate another 
vehicle.  Please be advised that the bollards are automatically controlled, and allow only one 
vehicle to pass.  I would hate for anyone to suffer some of the damage that the bollards can 
cause by failing to heed the safety warnings on show.  If in any doubt whatsoever, please err on 
the side of caution and press the buzzer for reception.
More generally, can I remind parents and carers that visits to the academy should, wherever 
possible, be by appointment.  Often, parents arrive wishing to speak to a specific member 
of staff, and very often that member of staff is unavailable as they have other commitments, 
meetings or are teaching at the time.  In order to speak to the person you wish to speak to, 
please contact them via email to arrange a mutually convenient appointment, or contact 
reception via phone.

Contacting the academy - general
Aside from using individual e-mail addresses for contact, or contacting reception, we also have 
the generic Contact email address contact@astreanetherwood.org 
This is monitored at least twice a day, and your message can either be dealt with by reply or 
forwarded to the most relevant person in the academy.  We will deal with your enquiry as 
soon as possible upon reading, but please understand that some things cannot be resolved 
immediately.

Exam preparation
During the spring term (10th and 11th January) and in preparation for their February mock 
examinations, Y11 students will be involved in a drop-down day which will cover the following 
areas:
• managing stress
• how to revise
• creating a revision timetable
Staff will deliver these sessions in order to inform students of the most effective ways to revise 
and manage their time during the stressful exam period. Students will also be shown strategies 
based around how to cope with exam stresses and anxieties. This will be followed up with 
parent sessions of a similar nature in order to assist you with supporting your child through the 
examination period. We will be in touch nearer the time with more details.  
In the meantime, should your child (in any year group) be feeling stressed or anxious in school, 
they should initially approach their form tutor, Miss Kirk or Miss Flaherty in school for support.

Sexual Abuse and Harassment

Nationally, there has been a significant and deeply concerning increase in the number of 
reported incidents of sexual harassment and abuse amongst young people especially.  This can 
happen inside school and outside, and is often perpetrated via social media, which can be very 
difficult to monitor.
As a parent of three girls myself, I fully appreciate how difficult it can be to monitor and 
safeguard your children all the time, and there is of course a need to offer them some degree of 
trust.



Nonetheless, the dangers are clear and present, throughout society.
We would ask you to be mindful of and alert to the very real dangers of social media in 
particular, but also support us as an academy to drive home the messages around children 
keeping themselves safe - this includes not sharing inappropriate images or information, even 
if they feel pressurised to do so.  The sharing of indecent or inappropriate images and/or text 
is a criminal offence, and it is our responsibility to report any such activity to the authorities for 
further action and investigation.

Key diary dates for 2021-22
Parents Evenings and Events for next year are as follows (4.00-7.00pm)

Year 7 - 10 February 2022
Year 8 - 20th January 2022
Year 9 - 9th December 2021
Year 9 Options Evening - 24th March 2022
Year 10 - 11th November 2021
Year 11 - 14th October 2021
Year 11 Exam Preparation Day - 13th January 2022

Our Open Evening for prospective students is held on Thursday 30th September, as well as a 
Settling-In evening for new Year 7 students.

You will recall I recently issued the term dates for 2021-22 including INSET Days.  The 
government has again made changes to arrangements for the Jubilee Bank Holiday - in 
essence, this reduces the number of teaching days from 190 to 189 - and - as a result - the 
academic year will now finish on WEDNESDAY 20th JULY 2022, instead of Thursday 21st July.  
Apologies again, however this decision has only just been made by the government.

I have enclosed some information which reiterates our uniform expectations for September, 
alongside guidance on how to help your children learn and revise.  

I hope you can enjoy a relaxing summer, and would like to thank you for your support over the 
course of what has been a very turbulent year.

Kind regards

Website TwitterTelephone 01226 272000 www.astreanetherwood.org @Netherwood_Acad

Jonny Mitchell



•	 Netherwood school blazer with logo, ensuring 
the sleeves are at least to the wrist 

•	 A Netherwood jumper, with the school logo, may 
be worn in cooler months

•	 White school shirt, with a top button fastened, 
tucked in at all times

•	 Netherwood tie, relevant to Key Stage

•	 Black trousers not skin tight from the knee 
down, with no zips, adornments or studs. 

•	 No jeans, leggings, jeggings or skinny fit 
trousers are permitted.

•	 Black socks

•	 Plain black school shoes – waterproof and 
leather/leather look.  Canvas shoes are NOT 
ALLOWED.

Other uniform expectations:

•	 One pair of plain stud earrings is allowed

•	 One practical wrist watch is allowed, no other 
bracelets

•	 If worn, make up should be minimal, discreet and 
appropriate. No acrylic nails.

•	 Hairstyles should be appropriate and not contain 
exaggerated colour or styles

•	 No hats, caps or headwear to be worn in school other 
than for religious reasons

•	 If belts are to be worn, they must be discreet and 
appropriate

•	 No badges are to be worn on the blazer other than 
school badges

•	 Netherwood skirt with the school logo, Not rolled up

•	 Thick black tights to be worn when wearing a skirt

THE NETHERWOOD ACADEMY GENERAL APPEARANCE GUIDELINES

Appearance and the way pupils present themselves is a reflection of their attitude to learning at 
the academy. It also influences how they are seen by other people
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Uniform & Equipment Expectations at Netherwood

Netherwood is committed to the highest standards of teaching and learning. We work in a 
supportive, professional community. Pupils are asked to contribute to this positive climate for 
learning by following the school’s classroom, community and individual expectations and by wearing 
the correct uniform as follows;

Outdoor coats must be removed as pupils enter the building. They must not be worn inside school. 
Outdoor coats should be waterproof coats and not hoodie tops. Hoodie tops are not allowed at 
school.

Jumpers – plain black V-neck jumpers with the Netherwood logo on may be worn in cold weather 
under blazers, but cardigans and round-necked jumpers are not allowed. Jumpers without the 
Netherwood logo are not allowed.

School Bag – pupils must bring a suitable bag to school.

Equipment - pen, pencil, ruler, purple pen and planner

Make-up and nail varnish – pupils are allowed to wear minimal make up (concealer, foundation, 
light mascara). Coloured nail varnish is banned from school, clear/neutral nail varnish can be worn. 
Please ensure your child has any coloured nail varnish removed before they leave the house. 

Jewellery and Piercings - One pair of earrings is allowed for both boys and girls. The earrings must 
be small gold or silver studs, no larger than 5mm. Any other piercings – facial, tongue or otherwise 
are not allowed in school. Pupils can wear a wrist watch.  Necklaces, bracelets/bangles and 
wristbands are not allowed.

Hair - Natural hair colours only are allowed in school. Extreme hairstyles such as hair which is 
shaven very close to the head or shaven in patterns are not allowed. If your child wishes a hair style 
such as these in the school holidays, please ensure the style or colour will have grown out or be 
coloured over in time for school.

Hats - Baseball caps are not allowed on school premises at all. Please do not allow your child to 
leave for school with a baseball cap. 

Mobile phones are important to some parents/carers to ensure a child’s safety when walking to and 
from school. At all other times, phones must be switched off and in school bags or lockers. 

Smoking is both illegal under the age of 16 and banned on any school premises, indoor and 
outdoor. Pupils found smoking, or standing with smokers whilst they smoke, will receive 
consequences in line with the school’s policy. E-cigarettes are also banned.

Tattoos are illegal for minors below the age of 18, with or without parents or carers permission. 
Pupils who do have tattoos illegally must keep them covered up at all times.



One of the best ways you can help your child do well at school is by helping them to enjoy 
reading for pleasure – whether they like magazines, newspapers, novels or comics. Research 
shows that children who enjoy reading do better at school, and that parents play a key role in 
helping to develop this love of reading. 

Recent research into the reading skills of 15 year olds across the world found that children 
who are more interested in reading do better at school than those who don’t read for pleasure. 
The study also found that parents who talk to their children about books, TV programmes and 
films help to keep their children interested in reading.

Instant ideas for helping your child to love reading – suggestions from parents: 

• Let your child choose what to read, rather than choosing what you think they should read. 

• Encourage your child to read magazines, comics, newspapers and the internet as well as 
books.
 
• Talk to your child about books or magazines you haven’t enjoyed, as well as things you love. 

• Make time to read together if you can- 10 minutes a day or a few times a week can make a 
real difference to your child’s reading. 

• Buy books as presents. Don’t forget TV/ film tie-ins and books about interests such as 
computer games or bands. 

• Remember that your child is reading when they are looking at bus timetables, menus, 
instructions, TV guides and the internet.

• Research shows that talking to your child about what they are reading and having books and 
magazines at home make a difference to their progress.

Knowledge Organisers
Students in years 7-11 will be provided with a knowledge organiser for each new topic they 
study in their subjects. A knowledge organiser is a set of key facts or information that pupils 
need to know and be able to recall in order to ‘master’ a unit or topic. When used correctly, 
knowledge organisers develop independent study and revision skills that are crucial for 
learning.

ENCOURAGING 
READING



How will a knowledge organiser help my child?

The secret to success is to regularly revisit the knowledge to be learned (known as ‘spaced 
retrieval’). This helps transfer the knowledge from the short-term memory to the long-term 
memory. This not only helps to make ‘learning stick’ but it also frees up our short-term 
memory for day to day learning and experiences. With a knowledge organiser, family members 
can test and quiz students on the content regularly. Most homework set by the school will 
be linked to all/ some aspects of the knowledge organiser. This might be to learn keywords, 
definitions, the names of characters in a play, events of a historical period or spellings.

Here are some strategies that might help you do this:

• Read through the organiser with your child – if you don’t understand the content then ask 
them to explain it to you – ‘teaching’ you helps them to reinforce their learning. 

• Cover up sections of the knowledge organiser- can they remember what it says? Encourage 
them to ‘Look, cover, say, write, check’.

• Try converting the information into a mind map or make your own version using images if 
the organiser contains a lot of text. Display on the wall or the fridge door until the memory 
‘sticks’. 

• Test them regularly on the spellings of key words until they are perfect. Make a note of the 
ones they get wrong – is there a pattern to the spelling of those words? 

• Get them to make a glossary (list) of key words with definitions or a list of formulae. 

• Read sections out to them, missing out key words or phrases that they have to fill in. Miss 
out more and more until they are word perfect. 

• Make self-quizzing cards with your child and test them on key knowledge. 

• Get your child to make a blank Knowledge Organiser and fill in all the gaps without looking.
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