
 
 

01 March 2021 

 

 
Dear Parents / Carers 
 
Update on the re-opening of school to all students - week commencing 8th March 
 
I hope this information letter finds you well, and for the first time in quite a while looking forward to 
a gradual relaxation of the austere but necessary safety measures which have been in place for over 
a year now.   
 
Further to the recent announcement by Boris Johnson on the wider "re-opening" of society and the 
publication of his government's road-map to the lifting of all COVID restrictions by 21st June, I wanted 
to get in touch as soon as possible to outline how Netherwood will be re-opening its doors to all 
students from Monday 8th March. 
 
You will be aware that students will be offered testing before being re-admitted to school, and we are 
working hard to ensure we have the physical capacity to conduct such a large volume of tests within 
a relatively short time. 
 
The testing we have been able to conduct thus far has been very effective, albeit with a much smaller 
number of people; you will, therefore, understand that the logistics of this mass-testing require careful 
planning.  As a result, we will be staggering the return of students throughout the week commencing 
8th March, as follows: 
 
Monday 8th March - Year 11 and Year 10 to return – times to be confirmed 
Tuesday 9th March - Year 7 and Year 9 to return – times to be confirmed 
Wednesday 10th March - Year 8 to return – time to be confirmed 
 
The intention is to offer all students up to 3 tests in school over the course of the first three weeks 
leading up to the Easter holiday, and then to provide each student with 2 testing kits per week to 
administer at home after the holidays.  It is important that we keep an accurate handle on testing, as 
the rapid identification of positive cases allows us to keep as many students safe as possible. 
 
The government has made it clear that attendance at school will be mandatory from week 
commencing 8th March, unless a student is classed as clinically extremely vulnerable, in which case 
shielding should take place.  Please alert the relevant year team if your child is shielding under advice 
from the Department of Health or GP, and please be prepared to share the NHS notification letter. 
 
Absences for any other reason will be followed up in the same way as before lockdown.  With the 
exception of those students who have to isolate or who are shielding, the academy will not be 
providing remote learning as it has done during the lockdown.  This is because only shielding and 
isolating students should not be in school. 
 
 
 



 

Face Coverings 
 
Throughout the coronavirus epidemic there has been significant discussion on the pros and cons of 
using face coverings as a strategy for mitigating the risks of COVID‐19. There are many points of view, 
all of which point to varying pieces of research or lack of research. Different countries have 
implemented a variety of approaches. The topic is therefore complex and can split opinion. 
 
However, we are in education, and not experts on the science of transmission; we will continue to 
adhere to the guidance around the wearing of face coverings in schools as a means of protecting staff 
and students from the virus. 
 
The government strongly advises that secondary school students wear face coverings whenever they 
are in an indoor space, including the classroom, if social distancing is not straightforward.   We are 
clear at Netherwood that face coverings are mandatory (unless a student is exempt on medical 
grounds) outside the classroom, and staff have been reminded to ensure all students leave classrooms 
wearing a face covering.  Where there is no legitimate reason for a student not to be wearing a face 
covering in these circumstances, we will issue reminders and contact home to discuss the need to 
ensure everyone is kept as safe as possible.  Our view on the wearing of face coverings in the classroom 
is the same.  Staff will issue frequent reminders to those students who are not wearing them. 
 
Travel companies have maintained their stance that face coverings must be used on public transport 
- this extends to the school service. 
 
Finally on this matter, it would be greatly appreciated if parents can ensure that students are equipped 
with face coverings before they arrive at school.  Whilst we do have stocks of masks in the building, 
we are not in a position to continue to provide new masks each day to students who do not bring one.  
As, for the time being, face coverings are expected in most public spaces, it is expected that students 
have a covering to use before they arrive in school. 
 
Testing 
 
Consent is required before any rapid testing is undertaken with students, and we will be seeking this 
in the coming days.  Any students for whom consent cannot be secured will be allowed to return to 
school on their appointed day, subject to them showing no symptoms of the virus or not otherwise 
being required to isolate because of close contact with an infected person.  
 
We envisage that all students will be tested each week up to the Easter holiday, as mentioned above.  
If a student tests positive, they will be sent home to isolate and book a PCR Test through the NHS 
website; close contacts will also be instructed to remain at home for a period of isolation of 10 days. 
 
We are not operating a rapid daily reactive testing regime to any staff or students, in line with the 
government's revised guidance; isolation protocols will continue to apply. 
 
Students should not come to school if they are experiencing symptoms of the virus - instead, they 
should book a PCR Covid Test through the NHS website and let us know the outcome as soon as 
possible.  If the test is positive, we will ask about those people who have come into close contact, and 
may need to ask them to isolate as well. 
 
 
 
 



 

Laptops 
 
Over 300 laptops have been distributed on loan to students across the academy for use at home whilst 
remote learning has been taking place.  Once all students are back in school full-time, we will be 
contacting parents / students so that these devices can come back into the building for wider use.  We 
will be in touch as and when this process needs to start.  Some of you will already have been contacted 
about returning laptops. 
 
School day 
 
The timetable of the school day will operate as it did before the third lockdown was announced shortly 
before Christmas, with breaks and lunchtimes also operating in the same way.  There is very little 
chance of this changing before the end of the academic year. 
 
GCSE awards 
 
The government has recently confirmed its plans for assessing GCSE-level work for Year 11 students 
who had been scheduled to sit examinations.  We will be continuing with the full curriculum for 
students, with assessment and testing opportunities built in to the remainder of the school year, which 
will enable us to secure the evidence required to arrive at teacher-assessed grades for all exam 
students.  It has been confirmed that results will be released to students much earlier than usual, 
during the week commencing 9th August.  There will be more information in the coming weeks about 
the processes involved.  However, at academy level, we now have to put in place robust systems to 
ensure assessments, coursework, in-class tests, assignment work and other elements are accurately 
measured to support us with this work.  My advice to Year 11 students is to continue to work hard for 
the remainder of the time in school, as we will be providing a number of opportunities for students to 
be assessed on what they have learned thus far.  The academy may choose to use some of the model 
tests which the qualifications bodies will be providing.  These will make our assessment processes 
more robust and the grades awarded more reliable. 
 
The press release issued on Thursday 25th February can be read by following the link below. 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/teacher-assessed-grades-for-students 
 
Year 8 Parents' Evening 
 
Although there will be a full return for students, we are still going to hold the Year 8 Parents' Evening 
on-line.  Information has previously been communicated to parents about booking appointments for 
this event, on Thursday 18th March.   The system for booking appointments will go live on 4th March. 
 
As was the case before the Christmas break, we are strongly encouraging parents not to come into 
the academy in person unless this has been specifically requested by a member of staff.  Should a 
meeting in school be required, please be reminded that you will be expected to adhere to all of the 
COVID safety measures, which include social distancing and the wearing of face coverings. 
 
 
I know there has been a great deal of disruption over the past year or so, and schools, parents and 
students have been asked to react swiftly to changes in government policy towards combatting the 
virus.  Whilst it is clearly positive news that there will be a gradual easing of restrictions in the run-up 
to 21st June, please bear in mind that all of the dates in the government's road-map are provisional, 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/teacher-assessed-grades-for-students


 

and are therefore subject to change, depending on the success of the vaccination roll-out and 
decreasing death rates and hospitalisations. 
 
I would urge everyone to continue to stick to the guidance and legislation which is being issued, so as 
to keep everyone as safe as possible.  I hope very much that I can count on your support going forward 
with this. 
 
With my very best wishes, and in the hope of some form of normality 
 

Kind regards 

 

 
 

Mr J Mitchell 

Principal 

 


