
 
5 January 2021 

 

Dear Parents / Carers 

 

More changes to school openings 

 

You will now be completely aware that the Prime Minister yesterday evening announced a national 

lockdown to last until the middle of February at the very least.  This means that normal school 

operations are suspended until February half-term. 

 

I have put together some information which will hopefully help you to understand the implications for 

your children. 

 

Please note, we are asking in some circumstances that you email a specific email address so we can 

track requests more effectively. 

 

Access to school - Critical Workers  

 

Students who are vulnerable and/or children of key and critical workers can continue to access 

education in school.  The format of this learning will be on-line, supervised learning through Microsoft 

Teams, and students will access their normal timetabled lessons alongside those who are learning 

remotely from home. 

 

If you have not already secured a place for your child to attend as part of this group of students, and 

wish to do so, please contact Mrs Flaherty (paula.flaherty@astreanetherwood.org) and she will discuss 

your needs with you. 

 

Remote-learning 

 

Students who are required to remain at home will be expected to learn remotely, through Microsoft 

Teams.  All students are set up on this system, and there are details on the homepage of our website 

(www.astreanetherwood.org) which will refresh their memories on how to join lessons and 

assignments. 

 

If you need to get your child's log-in details for Teams or Microsoft 365, please email Mrs Waite 

(nichola.waite@astreanetherwood.org). 

 

All on-line learning is a continuation of the normal curriculum, and it is therefore vital that students 

engage in all lessons for the full period of the lockdown. 

 

If you do not have an appropriate device at home, or a suitable internet connection, please contact 

Mrs Gwynnette, who will be able to support (fiona.gwynnette@astreanetherwood.org) and organise 

for a device to be loaned for the duration of the lockdown. 
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Exams 

 

Students scheduled to sit public exams this year (GCSE, BTEC) should continue to study and engage in 

their timetabled lessons.  This is more important than ever for two key reasons: we are not yet clear 

on what the alternative to exams might be; and school will have to have very robust evidence of 

students' performance, including the work produced over lockdown, if any form of centre-assessed 

grade is required.  As soon as we have clarity on this issue, we will write to parents and students. 

 

The Year 11 Parents Evening scheduled for Thursday this week online has been postponed, but we are 

aiming to set up another opportunity as soon as practicable, and once all the details about exams and 

assessment are clear.  I find myself apologising for short-notice decisions quite a bit recently, but I 

would not want mixed messages to be passed on by having the Parents Evening too early in the piece.  

 

Obviously, we are not able to proceed with Year 11 mocks during the period of lockdown and, as such, 

we will arrange assessments as and when we receive clarity about the status of assessment for the 

summer. 

 

Please understand that these decisions are responses to decisions made by the government. 

In schools, we are not informed of these changes until they are announced in the public broadcasts, or 

leaked on social media, so more often than not we are hearing information at the same time as you. 

 

Free School Meals 

 

If you are in receipt of free school meals and wish to order a food pack, please contact reception to 

make this request.  As soon as further information is provided about vouchers or similar, we will be in 

touch to explain how to secure these. 

 

Astrea App 

 

We strongly encourage all parents and carers who have not done so to download the Astrea App on 

their mobile device.  We will use the app to update parents as swiftly as possible of changes to 

guidance, as well as communicate newsletters.  These will also be posted to the academy website. 

 

Once downloaded, there are a few steps to follow to register, full access to the app and its functions 

will be gained after the system has run an overnight update. 

 

If you experience any difficulties with this, please contact the academy using the Contact email 

address. 

 

If you have changed any of your contact details recently and wish to update them, please can you 

provide full details using the Contact email address. 

 

With my continued thanks for your forbearance and patience through these deeply worrying times. 

 

Best wishes 

 
Mr J Mitchell 

Principal 

 


