
Year 11  

How can you help your child prepare for their life after Netherwood? 
 
Speak with your child. Ask if they have any ideas about what they want to do once they have left 
Netherwood. Do they know their options? (A-Levels, Vocational, Apprenticeships) 
 
It is very common for students to be unsure about their plans. You can help them to access all the 
information available to them. It may help to write a list of points they are unsure about and would 
like an answer to. This might help them to seek answers at school or elsewhere.  
 
 
Does my child have to stay in education? 
In 2008, the government raised the education participation age to 18. They will need to be in some 
form of education including:  

 Full time education e.g. college, sixth form 

 Work based learning with training e.g. apprenticeship 

 Part time education or training if employed for more than 20 hours a week  
 

How can I help my child through their GCSEs? 
There many things you can do at home to help and support your child through their exams over the 
next couple of years.  

 Encourage them to keep attending school and understand the importance in attending all 
lessons.  

 Ensure they have a good space to do their homework and revision at home.  

 Contact the school if you need any support or have any queries.  

 Encourage them to keep going. It can feel really daunting, but a little encouragement and 
celebrating their achievements will help motivate them to keep going.  

 Making sure your child is looking after themselves. Are they getting enough sleep? Eating 
the right food? Are they taking enough breaks between revision sessions? 

 

How do I decide on what route is best for me? 
There are a lot of factors that contribute towards making the decision of what to study post 16. 
Some things to think about are: 

 What are your careers aspirations?  

 What do you enjoy doing? Are there any courses that relate to your hobbies or interests? 

 What grades are you predicted for your GCSEs? A-Levels ask for grades 5, 6 and above, so 
think about whether you can achieve this.  

 How do you learn best? Do you prefer to be active and doing something practical, or do you 
prefer writing and revising?  

 

 

When can I apply for college or sixth form and how to I apply? 
Applications are open now for all post 16 providers. The sooner you apply the better so you can have 
your interview and focus on your exams.   
You can apply on the website of your chosen college. Each provider will be slightly different, so make 
sure you check on their websites.  
 



 

Can I apply for more than one college and more than one course? 
Yes! You can apply for as many course and you like at as many different providers as you want to. 
However if you are applying for 4 or more different subjects, it would be a good idea to speak to 
someone to see what choices might be best for you. We encourage you to keep your options open. 
You can also hold offers for different courses and colleges & not, make your final decision until GCSE 
results day in August 2021.  
 

 

What are the options for my child after Netherwood? 
There are several options available to students once they have left Netherwood Academy. Each one 
is different, has different entry requirements and different styles of learning. There is no right or 
wrong pathway and one pathway is not better than another. It’s all about what is best for each 
student.  
 
Vocational (BTEC) 
Vocational is a very practical and hands on pathway, designed to help students learn in a practical 
environment in a specific subject. It is a great option for students who know what industry they 
might want to progress in. Vocational courses have a range of entry requirements and levels through 
to level 3 (equivalent to A-Levels). Vocational courses can lead to both employment and university. 
https://www.ucas.com/further-education/post-16-qualifications/qualifications-you-can-take/btec-
diplomas 
 
A-Levels 
A-Levels are the qualification that is most like school in comparison to other post 16 options. 
Students will sit mainly exams to achieve this qualification. The subjects studied at sixth form are 
very similar to subjects students will have studied at school like English, History and science however 
there will also be some subjects that students won’t have taken like Law, Psychology and Sociology. 
A-Levels can lead to a variety of careers and can help students gain employment or progress onto 
university. 
http://ucas.com/further-education/post-16-qualifications/qualifications-you-can-take/levels 
 
T-levels 
T-Levels are a new qualification that first launched in September 2020. They are courses designed by 
employers which offer a large amount of work experience over the 2 years of study. T-Levels are 
designed for students who know what occupation or industry they want to go into. Only certain 
providers are offering T-Levels, so it is worth checking when doing your research. This qualification 
will also offer UCAS points, so students can progress to university from a T-Level route. Not all 
subjects are offered at T-levels, please see below for courses and start dates. 
 
September 2020 

- Digital, production, design and development 
- Design, surveying and planning 
- Education 
 

Autumn 2021 
- Building services engineering 
- Digital business services 
- Digital support and services 

https://www.ucas.com/further-education/post-16-qualifications/qualifications-you-can-take/btec-diplomas
https://www.ucas.com/further-education/post-16-qualifications/qualifications-you-can-take/btec-diplomas
http://ucas.com/further-education/post-16-qualifications/qualifications-you-can-take/levels


- Health 
- Healthcare science 
- Onsite construction 
- Science 
 

Autumn 2022 
To be announced 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/introduction-of-t-levels/introduction-of-t-levels 
 
 
 
 
Apprenticeship 
An apprenticeship is a mix between a vocational course and employment. Typically you will spend 4 
days in a workplace and 1 with a training provider. This allows you to be earning whilst gaining skills 
and training. Apprenticeships are very competitive and you will need to have a good CV and 
application as you would with a full time job.  
 
https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship  
 
 

 
 

 

Qualification Description Assessment Entry requirements 

Apprenticeships A real job with training 
and a salary 

Course dependant 
Usually coursework & 
practical  

Employer dependant  

A-Levels An academic 
qualification similar to 
GCSEs 

Exams at the end of the 
course 

Average of grade 5s and 
6s at GCSE. Dependant 
on provider  

T-Levels 
(Only some subjects 
available at the 
moment) 

Technical programme 
with industry placement 
that makes up 20% of 
the qualification 

Exams, practical 
assessment  

Dependant on course 
and college 

Vocational  Specific to an industry. 
Good if you know what 
career you want to do.  
Very practical and 
hands on 

Mainly coursework and 
practical assessments  

Course dependant  
Usually 5 GCSE’s at 
grade 4 or above for 
level 3  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/introduction-of-t-levels/introduction-of-t-levels
https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship

