
 

 
23 October 2020 

 

Dear Parents / Carers  

 

A few words from the Principal, Mr Mitchell 

 

This has been an extraordinary half-term in many ways, as everyone gets to grips with the ever-

changing landscape resulting from the pandemic.  Eight weeks into the academic year, and students 

and staff are slowly getting used to what is likely to be the new way of working for some time to come, 

especially now that South Yorkshire has joined the growing legion of areas subject to Tier 3 “Very High  

Risk” restrictions. 

Of course, we do not know how long these restrictions will remain in place, but it is surely no 

coincidence that the measures have been put in place to coincide with the start of the half -term 

holiday, when national and local governments expect people to be able to keep themselves “safer” 

than under normal circumstances. 

Going forward, it is clear that there will continue to be challenges to how things operate, both within 

school and throughout the community – and as a school, we are duty-bound to respond as best we 

can to the changing guidance. 

From Monday 2 November, after the half-term break, I am updating our guidance on face coverings.  

Moving into Tier 3 changes the language of guidance, and Astrea has clarified today that it now e xpects 

all staff and students to use face coverings in areas where social distancing is more challenging.  Staff 

and students will, for example, now be expected to wear coverings – if their individual circumstances 

permit – in corridors and social areas.  This will still not apply in classrooms, as we are able to retain 

our exclusion zones, but we will be keeping at least in line with guidance from the DfE and Public 

Health England as and when it is published, often unhelpfully very late on an evening.  It is also very 

clear from the government and the Trust that no student should be denied access to an education 

because they do not wear a mask, and our approach in school will not be a punitive one.  

Because of the changes in risk ratings, we have also been in touch recently about our “remote-

readiness” – such that we are making arrangements for all students not able to come into school as a 

result of self-isolation and quarantine to access remote learning through Microsoft Teams.  You should 

have received communication of this over the last few days, and students should have everything they 

need to be able to complete the work teachers are setting.  If this is not the case, please contact the 

relevant Progress Leader (Head of Year) for support. 

The Government also recently confirmed that GCSE examinations will be taking place in the summer 

of 2021, although slightly later than originally planned.  Most exams will take place between 7  June 

and 2 July, with a small handful before the May half-term break.  It is therefore vital that those students 

taking their exams next summer are in school for the duration of exam season.   

We are aiming to keep parents and carers updated with any information which comes to light from 

government, local or national, which affects operations after half-term.   In order to do this, it is vital 



 

that we have up-to-date contact details for you.  A request will be coming out shortly for you to update 

your details should they have changed and you have not notified us yet – this is particularly important 

if we need to share information about any bubble closures or safeguarding concerns, so please take 

the time to complete the form is necessary. 

I have spoken to a number of parents over the past few weeks, and wanted to reiterate here that 

concerns or issues you wish to raise, certainly if you are unsure who to address them to, can be sent 

via email to 

contact@astreanetherwood.org  

These will be passed on to the most relevant person, who should be in touch with you to discuss and, 

hopefully, resolve.  This is often the best course of action, as the phone lines are often busy, especially 

at peak periods.  There is also no guarantee that an individual member of staff whom you might email 

is available to address your concern quickly, for a variety of reasons.  

May I take this opportunity to thank you all for your support over this really difficult time for everyone 

involved in school.  I very much hope you get the opportunity to relax at least a little over the half-

term break.  Perhaps you can even start buying Christmas decorations, as it is only 2 months away!  

Best wishes 

 

Mr J Mitchell, Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

 


