
 
 
 
16 July 2020 
 
Dear parents and carers 
 
This is a short final letter of the year to conclude the school year.   
 
2019/20 has been the most memorable year in my career as a teacher. Never before have 
schools closed at short notice and remained closed for more than four months.  I cannot 
remember a time when GCSE exams have been cancelled, to be substituted with other 
assessments.  Neither can I recall a time when schools have not been welcoming all of the 
new Year 7 youngsters on site in early July. 
 
It has been a challenging time for everyone; students, families and staff in adapting to life 
without the routines or a regular school day and coping with the stresses and complications 
of Covid-19. 
 
I am confident that you will all bounce back in September.  I know that my successor, Mr 
Mitchell has introduced himself to you and confirmed that Y7 will return on the 3 and 4 
September along with Y11 on the afternoon of the 4 September.  Remaining year groups will 
return on Monday 7 September.  Further updates will be issued throughout the summer break 
with details on exact timing and arrangements. 
 
We have now written to Y11 students and provided details of how they are able to collect 
their GCSE grades. 
 
This now marks the end of the school year and, as always we say goodbye to some colleagues 
who will not be returning in September; Ms Winch, Mr Furness, Mr Reiff, Ms Milner, Ms 
Waywell, Mr Moore and Mr Barnes-Martin are leaving to take on new challenges and I thank 
them all for their contributions on behalf of Netherwood students and wish them well in their 
future roles. 
 
My own tenure as Executive Principal now ends as I hand over to Mr Mitchell and his new 
senior leadership team.  I leave with fond memories of Netherwood and I look forward to 
hearing of the academy’s successes in future years. 
 
Please note that the academy will close from the end of school tomorrow and there will be 
limited monitoring of phones and email until 17 August when the academy office becomes 
fully operational again. 
 
 
 



 

On that note, I wish you all a safe and happy summer. 
 
With best wishes, 

 
Eric Jackson 
Executive Principal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


