
 

Unit 1-3 Grange Lane Industrial Estate, Barnsley, S71 5AS 

tel: 01226 202329   email: schools@vortexuk.com 

website: www.vortexschoolwear.co.uk 

Facebook: @VortexClothingCoLtd 

Twitter: @VortexUniform 

Vortex Schoolwear (Reg Co. Vortex Clothing Co Ltd) have been supplying nurseries, schools, 

colleges, and universities since 1984 with the current directors being founder members. We 

operate from factory premises at Grange Lane Industrial Estate, Stairfoot, Barnsley, just off the 

roundabout where Macdonalds, Frankie & Bennies and the old B&Q are situated. We have sales, 

stock fulfilment and production facilities all on site.  We only supply schools' uniform garments 

where we have permission from the school directly.  We operate within the Barnsley region in the 

main, where our school uniform 'collect and deliver' service has proved extremely popular. We are 

now supplying over 60 schools within the Barnsley area. We also work with school offices directly 

to fulfil other  requirements such as uniform for staff, trips and events, clubs, societies and choirs, 

and most popular...Y6 and Y11 leavers hoodies. 

We offer various points of sale for parents; website online orders, email orders, telephone orders, 

'collect and deliver service' orders and also orders in person direct from the factory.  

Our 'collect and deliver' service keeps school office staff workload to a minimum. We supply order 

forms and envelopes to the office which can be handed out to parents. Any orders received back 

to the office are simply recorded on a supplied collection record duplicate pad and these orders 

are signed for and collected every week on a designated day. The orders are then returned the 

following week for distribution to pupils/parents and any new orders are collected. The whole 

weekly process usually takes no more than a couple of minutes. All order processing and financials 

are handled by ourselves. We have found this to be a very good method, in conjunctions with all 

other sales methods, as it keeps regular contact between the school and ourselves to maintain 

ongoing uniform policy and guidelines, particularly  with primary schools. 

For most primary schools we operate a made to order system. Under normal circumstances this 

would usually be a one week turnaround regardless of how and where the order was placed, but 

with the corona virus affecting things this year we have had to change things until operations can 

be safely run. 



For collections at the factory, we keep stocks of the following schools – Horizon CC, Kirk Balk 

Academy, Netherwood Academy, Barnsley Academy, Shawlands Primary, Hoyland Common 

Primary and Penistone St John. This is mainly to alleviate production pressure during the busy 

August back to school period.  

Normally, many parents prefer to purchase at our premises where we have a smaller showroom 

and sizing facilities in the main part of the building  for less busy periods during the winter, and 

also a larger factory area for the busy summer period where we can operate a proper queuing, 

sizing and ordering system efficiently and quickly. We have invested in full distancing and 

sanitising solutions for our factory showroom to keep staff and public safe during the current 

corona virus pandemic. We anticipate that we will try to encourage mail order where possible and 

have a strict sanitising policy for returned garments when exchanges are required due to ordering 

of incorrect sizes. We also intend to operate a sizing showroom with separate cordoned booths for 

each student that needs to be sized, together with their guardian. All people visiting our factory 

will need to sanitise their hands first and wear a mask before being sized. All garments which are 

tried for sizing and rejected will then be disinfected with an industrial steam cleaner and 

quarantined for a period until safe to re-sell. This would apply to all returned garments too. 

We are very pleased to employ local college and university students  to help run things during the 

busier periods, often giving these young adults, under supervision, their first taste of hard but 

rewarding work.  

There is  ample parking space for visitors. Grange Lane Industrial Estate is situated at Stairfoot, just 

off the roundabout close to Macdonalds, Frankie and Bennies and Wombwell Tesco.  Doncaster 

Road, which connects to Grange Lane, is on the main A635 Barnsley to Doncaster  route and as 

such is well serviced for public transport. 

 

 


