
 
12 June 2020 

Phased Opening of Netherwood Academy 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

I am writing to provide more clarity on the recent government announcement regarding Secondary 

Schools. The DfE has published their expectations of secondary schools to begin to provide some ‘face 

to face support for Y10 pupils to supplement remote learning’ from week commencing 15 June. This 

is not the same as re-opening to the full cohort or offering in-school provision to all. Any form of 

national re-opening will be dependent on scientific advice and, at a local level, on risk assessments of 

the health, safety and wellbeing of pupils and staff. The outlook for pupils in Year 7-9 is that September 

will be the earliest likely return date but the Academy will continue to support pupils with online 

learning.  We will continue to provide work for students during closure and this will be available via 

our school on-line platform and other sites that we have recommended. 

The DfE has a guide for parents, which can be found at; 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-

parents-and-carers/reopening-schools-and-other-educational-settings-from-1-june.   

In preparation for this announcement we have been working through Pre Opening Action Plans to 

ensure that the health and wellbeing of all staff and children is at the forefront of all decision making.  

In-school provision for Y10 

In accordance with government guidance, no more than 25% of students can be in at any one time. 

We have now planned provision for those Y10 students who have confirmed that they wish  to 

participate in “face to face” contact with some of their teachers and they will shortly receive an 

invitation to come to the academy at a time next week.  If other students also wish to join on the week 

beginning 22 June please contact us in order that arrangements can be made to join the programme. 

There will be a staff session prior to students coming into the building so that updated policies can be 

shared and routines and procedures clarified, as well as any final preparations to classroom spaces . 

Staggered start times for different groups of students and staggered finish times will be established in 

order to minimise contact and the risk of infection. Students will be allocated to specific groups 

(bubbles) and will remain in these groups for the remainder of this term. 

In Year 10, the focus will be on the core subjects of English, Mathematics and Science - and these will 

be undertaken as face-to-face lessons, as well as online/distance learning. Where is it feasible (as a 

result of staff capacity and availability) other theory-based subjects can be offered through face-to-

face/online/distance learning, such as History, Geography and MFL. The curriculum offer will continue 

to be reviewed on an ongoing basis and other subjects will continue to be supported through online 

learning.  



 

At the end of the first session during the week beginning 15 June students will be advised of the 

arrangements for the following week including arrival and departure times.  Please note the 

government advice in using public transport and advise your child not to do so unless absolutely 

necessary.  Please also note that if they need to, or choose to, use public transport then a facial 

covering (or protective mask) must be worn, that they must bring with them for use on their journey 

to the academy or within the building itself. 

We will continue our in-school provision for children of key (critical) workers and vulnerable pupils. As 

people’s working arrangements change, and if you believe your child is eligible to access this provision, 

please do contact us at contact@netherwoodschool.co.uk or call the main number on 01226 272000.  

In order for us to plan staffing, we ask that you make contact with us as soon as possible as we cannot 

accommodate children without prior knowledge.  

Any child displaying COVID-19 symptoms must be kept at home to self-isolate. Any incidents of COVID 

infection within households must be reported to school immediately. 

As I am sure you will appreciate, COVID 19 represents huge challenges to how we run our school and 

we are working hard to develop a practical, safe plan to implement the government guidance. We 

want our children to return to school as soon as possible but we recognise that the health and safety 

of pupils and staff is of paramount importance.  

Thank you for support 

Best Wishes 

 

Mr Eric Jackson 

Executive Principal  

 

 

 

 


