
 

Curriculum overview – MFL department 

 

Intent 
Our vision in the Modern Foreign Languages (MFL) department is that all language learners develop the skills which 
enable them to communicate with Target Language speakers and to expand their cultural capital, particularly those 
students identified in our school community as disadvantaged students. We aim to support all students to 
understand Hispanic countries and cultures and to further increase their curiosity, tolerance and understanding of 
others within today’s society.  
We want all of our students to have a love of languages, to develop resilience and to be challenged within their 
MFL lessons. 
 

KS3 overview  
At KS3, students will begin to learn the essential skills of listening, reading, writing and speaking, along with 
translation skills. They will develop these across a number of topics such as Me, my family and friends, School and 
Free time activities.  
Throughout the Key Stage, students will benefit from guest speakers who use Spanish in education or work, visits to 
Spanish speaking restaurants and independent cinemas and will hear and see Spanish in action for themselves 
using engaging authentic material.  

KS4 overview 
At KS4 Netherwood offers the AQA GCSE qualification. The course is externally assessed through four terminal 
exams in Year 11: Paper 1 (Listening), 2 (Speaking), 3 (Reading) & 4 (Writing). Each exam is worth 25%. 
The course content is delivered across 3 themes and subsequent sub-topics:  

Theme 1: Identity and culture Topic 1: Me, my family and friends, Topic 2: Technology in everyday life, Topic 3: 
Free-time activities. Topic 4: Customs and festivals in Spanish speaking countries and communities.  

Theme 2: Local, national, international and global areas of interest Topic 1: Home, town, neighbourhood and region, 
Topic 2: Social issues, Topic 3: Global issues, Topic 4: Travel and tourism.  

Theme 3: Current and future study and employment Topic 1: My studies, Topic 2: Life at school/college, Topic 3: 
Education post-16, Topic 4: Jobs, career choices and ambitions. 

Learning another language improves our communication skills, it enhances our life experiences and it increases 
opportunities for all post-16.  In addition to this, knowledge of another language helps us to improve our 
understanding of English and proves to be an asset when seeking employment.  

Stretch and challenge 
Every student of Spanish is challenged to reach and exceed his or her potential. Regular recall testing is used to 
ensure students have the essential knowledge of vocabulary and grammar required to progress in this subject and 
how to apply this knowledge in exams. 
Regular exam-style questions are set throughout the course enabling students to become accustomed to the 
terminal exams. Tiered intervention classes are also offered on a weekly basis to provide additional support to 
students.   



 
Enrichment opportunities 
We have a strong culture of extra-curricular activities in the MFL department. There are language clubs which 
provide a relaxed and fun environment to practise skills and develop understanding of other cultures. Our aim is to 
inspire students to expand their interest and curiosity in languages in general.  

In addition to our language clubs, we organise visits abroad and these offer fantastic opportunities to practise 
language skills in a real life setting and to experience the culture of the country first-hand. We also offer more local 
trips to restaurants and theatres, so students can experience elements of Spanish culture closer to home. In 
previous years the department’s trips to Spain have proven to be a great success and we aim to continue these in 
the future.   

 


