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Netherwood Academy Mission 

To ensure that Netherwood Academy inspires the mind and shapes the future of every child trusted to them. Instilling the resilience 

to cope and thrive in challenging situations; develop the empathy to contribute positively to their community and beyond, aspiring 

to lead a happy and fulfilling life. 

 

Netherwood Academy Curriculum Pillars 

 

High Quality Teaching: Teachers are subject experts with an excellent understanding of the intellectual journey they are taking 

their pupils on and have mastery in effective teaching skills.  

Mastery Curriculum: Our curriculum design enables pupils to make rapid progress and develop a framework of knowledge and 

understanding in each subject area that provides a solid foundation for further study.  

Raising Aspirations and Enrichment: Pupils understand the opportunities that a school and university education will afford. Pupils 

develop their passions and interests through an in-day enrichment programme.  

Character Development: Pupils develop the characteristics that support their academic achievement, create thoughtful citizens 

and allow them to make reflective choices over their personal lives.  

 

 



1 INTENT 2 IMPLEMENTATION 3 IMPACT 

How our school’s curriculum is designed to meet the needs of Netherwood 

pupils in our context to ensure that no pupils’ future is dictated by their past.  

 

The way we teach and assess to ensure our pupils make the progress, and attain as well 

as we know they can.  

The outcome of our curriculum: our pupils’ 

progress and attainment, measuring the 

knowledge and cultural capital our pupils 

have acquired.  

1.1 Mastery: Pupils build knowledge of the key 

learning in a particular subject in a coherent and 

carefully sequenced way to develop a mental 

model towards expertise. We have a three-year key 

stage three to allow pupils time to build knowledge 

in all subjects.  

1.2 Planned backwards: We want our pupils to 

have a choice to attend the best universities or 

training providers in the country, so we plan back 

from this aim. Each subject discipline will aim for 

pupils to develop a mental model of carefully 

organised knowledge by the time they leave 

Netherwood, to be developed in the next phase of 

study. This is planned by subject experts as a 

narrative structured over time.  

1.3 Knowledge-rich: Subject experts chose the 

powerful knowledge for their disciplines to take 

pupils beyond their own experiences, giving them 

an education founded on academic excellence. The 

key learning is carefully codified and structured 

over time, allowing pupils to establish effective 

2.1 Year group design: At Key Stage Three, a baseline is 

established for all pupils using their KS2 data or the 

nationally standardised GL Test in English and Maths. 

Each year group is split into two, parallel ‘halves’ to 

facilitate the timetable of groups between departments 

and to allow teachers to focus their planning and 

develop their expertise. In maths and science, pupils are 

put into groups based on their prior attainment, allowing 

for an effective implementation of the mastery approach. 

Other subjects have mixed ability teaching groups. These 

groups are not fixed and all teachers have high 

expectations of all pupils. Pupils with more specific 

needs, such as those whose English is not yet good 

enough for them to access the wider curriculum, are put 

in groups and given the additional literacy lessons to 

improve their reading ages to a level where they should 

be able to access the curriculum more confidently. 

In Key Stage Four, we aim for pupils to study 9 GCSEs – 

thus accessing the EBacc to give them the powerful 

knowledge they need. However, we recognise that for 

some pupils, a continuation of studying a modern 

foreign language would not be beneficial to them so 

Through high quality 

teaching pupils will engage 

in a mastery curriculum 

and have a clear 

understanding of the 

destination they are heading 

for.  Netherwood Academy 

will support character 

development to ensure all 

make rapid progress and 

create a solid foundation for 

their next stage of learning 

wherever this maybe; This 

will be done by forging 

thoughtful citizens who have 

the skill set needed to make 

reflective, informed choices.   

Through a rigorous 

programme aimed at raising 

aspirations and providing 

high quality enrichment 

activities students will 

understand the 



mental models that they can continue to develop 

beyond their time at Netherwood. A curriculum full 

of powerful knowledge is a hugely powerful tool of 

social justice, aiming to create socially mobile 

young people by giving them the opportunities to 

pursue careers they are passionate about.  

1.4 Assessment: Formatively assessing our pupils 

throughout the year allows for responsive teaching 

– using the mastery approach teachers are 

confident when re-teaching and revisiting 

knowledge to develop pupils’ mental models. 

Departments coordinate their formative assessment 

at the end of Autumn and Spring terms across year 

groups to infer where pupils are in relation to 

where they should be – and to be responsive with 

teaching as a consequence. Accurate summative 

assessment sampling the work completed over a 

year – with reference to work completed in 

previous years – allows inferences about attainment 

and progress to be made, which are shared with 

parents.  

1.5 Revision built-in: Our mastery approach 

means that we regularly revisit knowledge before 

adding new knowledge to build up pupils’ mental 

models. Opportunities for revision are built into the 

curriculum. The mastery approach also benefits 

instead, they study a more vocational course as a 

replacement. The parallel year halves continue in KS4, 

with subjects using attainment data to group pupils by 

ability wherever possible. 

2.2 Rigorously planned: Five-year plans detail the 

curriculum overview and planned pupil progression. 

Schemes of learning are the blueprints for success. This is 

a developing practice and where this is already good, 

they include the key learning, sequenced in granular 

detail, high-leverage opportunities to check for 

understanding, key misconceptions teachers should plan 

for and high-leverage activities chosen for the lesson. 

Recall of key knowledge is a vita part of each scheme of 

learning or medium term plan. Every scheme of learning 

has a Netherwood learning foundation to introduce the 

topic, which includes the prior knowledge the topic, 

builds upon, where it sits in the big picture and where it 

leads to in the future. Teachers adapt these lessons for 

their specific groups.  

2.3 Teaching Consistencies: The Netherwood learning 

consistencies (concepts and modelling, questioning, 

stages of practice and reviewing learning) are applied to 

each lesson and quality assurance processes look at the 

effectiveness of these consistencies. These capture the 

techniques teachers need to master to deliver our 

opportunities that an 

education affords them.  

 

 

Measures: TBC 

 

  



pupils joining the school as they need support to 

begin developing their mental models in different 

subject disciplines.  

1.6 Reading: We recognise that the success of our 

mission rests on pupils’ ability to become proficient 

and fluent readers. Pupils’ capacity to build subject-

specific mental models is bound inexorably to their 

capacity to read. Alongside our mastery approach 

to knowledge we use different techniques to 

support pupils in reading more challenging texts, 

including decoding strategies when necessary. We 

explicitly teach subject-specific vocabulary to enrich 

pupils’ knowledge and understanding of the world.  

1.7 Wider curriculum: Our pupil’s entitlement to a 

rich and varied curriculum isn’t limited to subjects. 

We know our pupils’ context means they do not 

have access to the same wider development 

opportunities as their peers so our curriculum 

includes enrichment – academic, sporting, and 

personal development. They are also formally 

taught PSHE, as well as current affairs so that they 

are able to understand, and play an active role in, 

the world around them.  

curriculum. Training and development focus on securing 

highly effective practice in these areas.  

2.4 Subject-specific assessment and recall: Each SoL 

has assessment built in, allowing pupils to practise 

knowledge retrieval and show understanding, before the 

end of year assessment. Recall is built into schemes of 

learning, focusing on retrieval practice (recall of the key 

knowledge) and elaboration (making links between 

ideas).  

2.5 Next steps: Teachers identify the pupils who have 

curriculum gaps based on the assessments completed 

(often through the use of question level analysis 

documents) and use these to inform their future 

planning or upcoming homework tasks. 

2.6 Enrichment opportunities: Pupils have the chance 

to experience different activities during enrichment. The 

extensive enrichment timetable means pupils in all years 

have the chance to take part in enrichment activities. 

Pupils also have opportunities to go on at least two trips 

a year and listen to guest speakers with different life 

experiences in different professions.  

 

 


