
 

Curriculum overview – MFL department 

 

Intent 
Our vision in the Modern Foreign Languages department is that all language learners develop the skills and 
confidence to consider themselves as ‘World Citizens’ who belong in a multicultural, mutually respectful world. We 
aim to support students to understand other countries and cultures so that they can be more open and adaptable 
to new experiences; ensuring that each topic contains an element of cultural reference to not only in Spain, but in 
the wider Hispanic world also. The department is committed to developing strong, lifelong linguistic skills and to 
encourage students to become curious and interested in the world.  Ultimately, we want our students to have a 
love of languages, and aim to achieve this by nurturing a linguistic curiosity and an intrinsic motivation to explore 
and respect other cultures and people. We endeavour to inspire all MFL practitioners/peers through collaboration, 
support and modelling exceptional practice- no matter what stage of career journey. 
 

KS3 overview  
At KS3, students will follow six main themes: Self, Family and Friends, School and Free Time Activities, Where I Live 
and Travel, Holidays and Healthy Lifestyles, Shopping and Going Out, Leisure Times and Customs and Festivals. The 
curriculum is broadly designed to mirror the AQA GCSE specification and will assess students in each of the four 
exam areas. 
Throughout the Key Stage, students will benefit from guest speakers who use Spanish in education or work, visits to 
Spanish speaking restaurants and independent cinemas and will hear and see Spanish in action for themselves 
during carefully chosen cultural and linguistic clips to hook students’ interest and frame our learning. 

KS4 overview 
At KS4 Netherwood offers the AQA GCSE qualification. The course is externally assessed through four terminal 
exams in Year 11: Paper 1 (Listening), 2 (Reading), 3 (Speaking) & 4 (Writing). Each exam is worth 25%. 
The course content is delivered across 3 themes and subsequent sub-topics:  

Theme 1: Identity and culture Topic 1: Me, my family and friends, Topic 2: Technology in everyday life, Topic 3: 
Free-time activities. Topic 4: Customs and festivals.  

Theme 2: Local, national, international and global areas of interest Topic 1: Home, town, Topic 2: Social issues, Topic 
3: Global issues, Topic 4: Travel and tourism.  

Theme 3: Current and future study and employment Topic 1: My studies, Topic 2: Life at   school/college, Topic 3: 
Education post-16, Topic 4: Jobs, career choices and ambitions. 

Not only can learning another language help to improve our understanding of English but also confidence and 
knowledge of another language can prove to be a valuable asset when seeking employment. Knowing another 
language can enhance our travel experiences abroad and strengthen our position as world citizens. For many of the 
Russell Group Universities a Language GCSE is an expectation regardless of the degree course. 

Stretch and challenge 
Every Spanish student is challenged to reach and exceed his or her potential. Staff are equipped with individual 
target data for every student and strive to ensure every student know what they have to do to achieve this. 
Regular, weekly recall testing is used to ensure students have suitable knowledge of vocabulary and grammar and 
then apply this knowledge to the skills required in exam setting 
Regular exam-style questions are set throughout the course to enable student to become accustomed to the 
terminal exams and to enable intermittent targets to be set and adjusted. Tiered intervention classes are offered 
on a weekly basis to push students to improve on their current performance. 



 
Enrichment opportunities 
We have a strong culture of extra-curricular activities in the MFL department. There are weekly language clubs, 
which provide a relaxed and fun environment to practice skills learned in class and develop understanding of 
Spanish culture. Our aim is to help our language students achieve their full potential and ultimately their target 
grades.  

In addition to our language clubs we organise visits abroad and more local restaurant and theatre trips, which offer 
opportunities to practise language skills in a real life setting and to experience the culture of the country first hand. 
In previous years the department’s trips to Spain have proven to be a great success and these will continue in the 
future.   

 


