
Maths Curriculum 

The maths curriculum aims to ensure that all students: become fluent in the core skills of mathematics 

to be able to recall and apply basic knowledge; can reason mathematically and develop an argument, 

justification or proof using mathematical language; can solve problems (both routine and non-routine) 

and develop resilience. In years 7 to 9 a mastery curriculum is taught to develop the skills outlined 

above. In years 10 and 11, an exam-focused curriculum is taught to build on these mastery skills and 

steer students towards the GCSE exam and their target grade. To provide our students with a rich and 

deep curriculum, we offer a variety of opportunities beyond the classroom including: trips to universities 

to look at mathematical careers, maths challenges both individually within school and in teams across 

the borough, further maths enrichment (to bridge the gap between GCSE and A-Level) and logic society 

enrichment. 

Year 7  

Students follow a mastery scheme of learning appropriate to their starting points (determined by a 

baseline test on arrival along with any data from primary schools). The scheme of work is split into 

mastery themes: 

Term 1: Application of basic skills 

Term 2: Number and statistics 

Term 3: Algebra and geometry 

The aim of the mastery scheme of learning is to deepen students’ understanding of mathematics and 

build confidence in a way that allows them to: be fluent in their approaches; be able to reason; be able 

to apply their knowledge to different contexts to solve problems. Each of the themes build on skills 

taught in previous years and prior learning from various contexts should be fed in to each new learning 

point to develop this deep understanding. 

Students follow learning journeys for each topic with a progress ladder assessment at the end of each 

teaching cycle. Students are given follow up tasks by their teacher to help them close any gaps in 

knowledge and/or understanding. 

  

Year 8  

Students continue with the mastery scheme of learning in Year 8. The mastery themes for this year 

group are: 

Term 1: Number 

Term 2: Algebra, geometry and statistics 

Term 3: Ratio, proportion and geometry 

The aim of the mastery scheme of learning is to deepen students’ understanding of mathematics and 

build confidence in a way that allows them to: be fluent in their approaches; be able to reason; be able 

to apply their knowledge to different contexts to solve problems. Each of the themes build on skills 

taught in previous years and prior learning from various contexts should be fed in to each new learning 

point to develop this deep understanding. 

Students follow learning journeys for each topic with a progress ladder assessment at the end of each 

teaching cycle. Students are given follow up tasks by their teacher to help them close any gaps in 

knowledge and/or understanding.  

Year 9  

Students continue with the mastery scheme of learning in Year 9. The mastery themes for this year 

group are: 



Term 1: Algebra 

Term 2: Geometry, probability and statistics 

Term 3: Number and geometry 

The aim of the mastery scheme of learning is to deepen students’ understanding of mathematics and 

build confidence in a way that allows them to: be fluent in their approaches; be able to reason; be able 

to apply their knowledge to different contexts to solve problems. Each of the themes build on skills 

taught in previous years and prior learning from various contexts should be fed in to each new learning 

point to develop this deep understanding. 

Students follow learning journeys for each topic with a progress ladder assessment at the end of each 

teaching cycle. Students are given follow up tasks by their teacher to help them close any gaps in 

knowledge and/or understanding.  

Year 10   

Students in Year 10 follow a scheme of learning in line with the new Edexcel 9-1 GCSE Maths 

specification to prepare them for their GCSE exam at the end of Year 11. The scheme of work is split 

into discrete topics with a focus on either number, geometry, algebra or data. Guided pathways have 

been created to ensure that lesson planning is bespoke to each individual class. Prior learning from 

other contexts is fed into each new learning point to develop a deep understanding of mathematics so 

that students learn to apply their knowledge to a range of problems in the GCSE exam. 

Students follow learning journeys for each topic with a progress ladder assessment at the end of each 

teaching cycle. Students are given follow up tasks by their teacher to help them close any gaps in 

knowledge and/or understanding.  

By the end of Year 10, all students will have been taught the content needed to sit the Edexcel 9-1 

GCSE (with the exception of higher tier students who will finish the Scheme of Learning no later than 

Christmas of Year 11). 

Year 11  

The Y11 scheme of work is purely aimed at closing gaps in knowledge and building on existing 

knowledge so that students achieve a minimum of their target grade. This means that the content taught 

in Y11 lessons is very much dependent on the class but should typically take the form of alternating 

between: 

Two weeks ‘reteach’ based on the Question Level Analysis from the most recent exam. 

Two weeks ‘extension’ aiming to build on existing knowledge.  

Prior learning from other contexts is fed into each new learning point to develop a deep understanding 

of mathematics so that students learn to apply their knowledge to a range of problems in the GCSE 

exam. Students follow learning journeys for each topic with a progress ladder assessment at the end 

of each teaching cycle.  

Students are given follow up tasks by their teacher to help them overcome any gaps in knowledge 

and/or understanding. 

 

There is a heavy focus on exam preparation during Year 11, with a substantial amount of lessons being 

dedicated to improving exam technique in the run up to the final GCSE exam. 

  


