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Principal’s Welcome
Welcome to the latest edition of the Netherwood
newsletter. I would like to take this opportunity to
show case the many wonderful moments that have
occurred at our academy and how much progress
has been made.
I would like to start with the recent whole school
review, which was undertaken by Challenge
Partners in March. This review was led by an
Ofsted Inspector with a team of 3 senior leaders
from across the country.

Innovations and the Chair of Trustees, James Muir,
came to speak to our parents and students.
I would like to finish by expressing how proud I am
of Year 11 at this time. They are a committed and
hard working group of students, who have taken
every opportunity to succeed and learn this year.
They are the best attended year group for after
school exam support that Netherwood has ever
seen. I hope that all their hard work is rewarded in
the coming months. Good luck Year 11, keep it up!

They found Netherwood Academy to be on
an exciting improvement journey where they
evidenced good or outstanding teacher in every
department.

Yours faithfully

They saw some excellent practice of assessment
and feedback across the Academy, including good
questioning and challenge. I am very proud of the
hard work of all our staff community which has
enabled us to make such good progress in such a
short space of time.

Miss A Wells

Alongside this hard work, we appreciate and
value the incredible work by staff to ensure
students have the best enrichment opportunities.
In January, I was delighted to attend the panto
‘Aladdin’. I have rarely experienced a school
production of such professional standards. As a
previous Head of Music, who has directed many
shows in the past, I was impressed by the quality,
commitment and standard.

Thank you for your continued support as parents,
staff and students. #TeamNetherwood

Principal

The Dance show followed shortly after the Panto,
and yet again was of a high standard. As well as
these two remarkable events, there are many other
events and trips which have contributed to the
Astrea Promise to develop the whole education
experience for every child at Netherwood.
Last week we had our first conference for some
year 11 students where they experienced speakers
from the world of academia, local and national
business leads to learn about opportunities for
their futures. This event was co-ordinated by GAIA
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English
Year 7 Language Analysis

Year 9 Media

Y7 developing their language analysis skills in English
by writing on the desks in Mr Wood’s lesson

Year 9 have the chance to take part in a real life
filming experience (Wednesday the 10th April)
The students will learn about filming style and
techniques from a crew, and then take part in filming
the school for themselves.
These skills will not only support them with their
media course, but will give them a taster of the jobs
available in the filming world.

Debate Club
On the 2nd May a group of year 8 students will be
travelling to Sheffield Hallam University to take part
in a multi-school debate.
They will be debating about the issue of transport in
city centers and competing against another school.
In the afternoon, students will have some sessions
about debating and speaking and listening and then
have the chance to speak to student ambassadors
about university life.
On June 12th we are holding a debating competition
in school, with various schools from Sheffield and
Barnsley. If any students are interested in taking part,
they can see Mrs Moffatt in B032.
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Mathematics
Trip to Sheffield Hallam University

Maths Challenge

On Monday 11th March, Mrs Sanders and Mrs
Gwynnette took a group of Y10 girls to Sheffield
Hallam University to experience a Maths Masterclass.
The workshop was ‘Turing Tumbles’ and the students
looked at how a Turing Tumble can be used to
represent binary numbers. The students did an
excellent job of representing the school and made
Mrs Sanders and Mrs Gwynnette really proud! Well
done to all involved. Here are some photos of the
event.

In February, a group of Y9 and 10 students took part
in the Intermediate Maths Challenge. All students
worked incredibly hard, with the following students
getting some exceptional results:
Y9
• Thomas March – Gold, Best in Year and Best in
School
• Oskar Zbik – Silver
• Lilli Percival – Silver
• Jose Do Vale – Bronze
• Jack Mitchell – Bronze
• Molly Rose – Bronze
• Luke Pickup – Bronze
• Ellie Haigh – Bronze
• Richard Ord – Bronze
Y10
• Jack Peake – Gold and Best in Year
• Emily Merritt – Silver
• Lauren Howcroft – Silver
• Kyle Jones – Silver
• Kyle Glover – Silver
• Lucianne McTaggart – Bronze
• Connor Hodgson – Bronze
• Callum Kirk – Bronze
• Charley Madden – Bronze
• Olivia Smith – Bronze
• Skye Groves – Bronze
• Kayleigh Yoxall – Bronze
• Chloe Greaves – Bronze
• Jayden Camm – Bronze
• Jessica Coldwell – Bronze
• Kayleigh Greaves - Bronze
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Science
First Aid & Lesson 6

Healthcare Club

Firstly congratulations to Norwin Tabassum,
Isabelle Speed, Regan Thomas, Aiden Horan,
Harrison Tasker, Abigail Lyon, Jayden Camm, Rosie
Clarke, Ben Godfrey, Taylor Jones, Libby Mitchell,
Ellie Jordan, Joana Cunha and Mathew Harris
who have all completed their Level 3 First aid at
Work qualification. All the students took part in
afterschool sessions to be trained in first aid and
investigate careers and opportunities within the
healthcare sector. Some activities have included
a pig dissection, delivery of CPR, treatment and
moving of patients with breaks and cuts, medical
ethics and case diagnosis of real patients.

Considering a career in the NHS, considering
applying to universities to study courses such as
nursing, medicine and paramedical sciences. Head
to B0017 2:45 – 3:45 on a Tuesday to take part
in a 10 week course where you will get chance to
take a Level 3 first aid qualification, learn about
the careers, use medical equipment, get chance to
solve some of your own medical cases and much
more. If you will be 14 before July and interested
speak to Mr Bedford and Mr Innes for further
information or come along the first week after
Easter and see what it is all about.

It’s great to see so many year 11’s regularly
attending period 6 and working consistently hard
in and out of lessons in preparation for their
exams. A reminder to all students that during
Easter science staff will be in from 9-12 on
Tuesday 16th April running extra sessions for that
final bit of preparation.

Homework
Stuck with homework or struggling with classwork?
Head downstairs to the science breakout space at
lunch every Wednesday and speak to any science
member of staff. We are here to help you that
lunchtime regardless of your class I’m sure we can
help.
Y10 & Y11 Student Notice
Revision guides for KS4 are now available again in
reception. Purchase on parent pay and collect from
reception. If you are unsure on which guide you
need speak to your Teacher before you purchase.
GCSE Pod is available for use by all year 10 and
year 11 in order to further support your revision
just download the app to your phone or tablet and
speak to your teacher for your login details if you
haven’t already had it.

It’s great to see so much good work around the
science department with some excellent examples
of the hard work done by all year groups as seen in
the pictures.
www.astreanetherwood.org | 01226 272000 | Dove Valley Way, Wombwell, Barnsley, S73 8FE

Geography
What have Y7 been upto this term?
7B1 have been learning about longitude and
latitude and have made their own globes.

Y7 students have been researching about different
settlement patterns.

7B1 have also been making relief models
Issac Bartrum bake his and shared a delicious
cake with the rest of the class.
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Geography
Year 8
Y8 students have been completing Venn diagrams about two different earthquakes to help to prepare
them for their latest assessment.

Year 11
Y11 students have been working on improving their 9 marker answers in preparation for their next set of
mocks.
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History
Year 7 Visit Conisbrough Castle

Battlefields 2019 Information

Last term the History department took a group of
year seven pupils to Conisbrough Castle. During
the day we investigated the question, ‘were castles
mainly for military or domestic use?’ We explored
the site looking at the ditches and the bailey. An
expert form English Heritage led a tour of the keep
which was excellent and gave lots of evidence
towards our investigation question. Unfortunately
the almost gale force winds stopped us from
looking at the amazing views from the top of the
keep, however everyone in the group enjoyed
the day and the castle staff complimented our
students who showed what excellent historians
they are.

If your child is going on the Battlefields trip in
May, here are some important reminders and
information:
-Mrs Hitch will be sorting the student roomings
out during the first week back after half term,
pupils will be asked to see Mrs Hitch at break or
lunch.
-There is a parent information evening on
Wednesday 15th May at 16.30 in the auditorium.
-Students should bring in their EHIC card and give
to Mr Wood or Mrs Hitch.
-If you wish to know anything else, please contact
one of us at school.
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Performing Arts
Key Stage 4 London Residential Visit
On Friday 1st February, 41 performing arts
students went to London to soak up the culture
in the capital. Students watched an incredible
production of Aladdin and even met the leading
man himself. Matthew Croke, an actor from
Sheffield, currently plays the role of Aladdin in the
West End. After the production Matthew kindly
waited behind to speak to our students about the
show and for selfies!

On the final day students saw how actors working
in a promenade style at The London Dungeonsthey were a few nervous faces going into the
dungeons but by the end of it everyone had a
great time. Staff were incredibly proud of the
students in the way in which they presented
themselves and even our driver Barry commented
on how great they all were!

Rhythm Inc Workshops
On the last week of term Year 7 pupils were
treated to a drum masterclass provided by Mr
Wynne from Rhythm Inc. Many pupils took part
in performing and proved that there are many
budding drummers waiting to shine in year 7!
If any students are interested in carrying on with
lessons in drums (or keyboard/piano, singing,
guitar/bass guitar, woodwind or strings) they can
get a letter from Miss Smith in A015.
The following day students explored the capital,
had some time in Westfield’s and then saw a
hilarious play, A Comedy About A Bank Robbery,
by the brilliant Mischief Theatre company.
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Performing Arts
Dance Showcase 2019
On Wednesday 30th January our BTEC Dance
students performed in their annual Dance
Showcase. Over 70 students from Y9, 10 and
11 performed a variety of dances including group
ensembles, small group routines, trios, duets and
solos. All performers worked extremely hard in
lessons and after school to develop and prepare
their performance material so it was ready to
perform for the sell-out audience.

Their routines showcased their dance ability in a
range of dance styles including street, tap, ballet,
modern-jazz and even some song and dance.
It was an extremely successful night with over
200 people coming to watch, who all thoroughly
enjoyed the show. All performers are already
looking forward to next year’s showcase.
Instrumental Lessons
We are now accepting students who are interested
in taking up instrumental lessons after the Easter
holidays. At Netherwood we offer a variety of
lessons including singing, woodwind, keyboard and
piano, guitar and bass guitar, drums and strings
provided by a number of excellent professional
tutors.
If you are interested in taking up an instrument for
the summer term and beyond, letters are available
with more information from Miss Smith.
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Design & Food Technology
Food
For today’s installment the Food department
has decided to look back and share some of the
successes of 2018, which has been very difficult
as so many of our students have created beautiful
dishes.

Isabelle Gateley (Y8). “Millie’s cookies” more like
Isabelle’s Cookies!!

Owen Jeffrey (Y7) Spooky pasta salad.
Ripley Douglas- Waller & Lily Gill (Y9) explored
using starch thickened sauces to produce a Sweet
& Sour dish – Well done girls.

Olivier Hyde (Y7) Chocolate buttons Flapjack.

Y10 ended the term creating festive stars out of
enriched dough. (Lucianne Mctaggart)
Freya Malloy (Y8) Scrumptious strawberry and
chocolate Muffins.

Bradley Bavington - Excelling in fantastic
presentation (Y8). Homemade Burgers with all the
trimmings.

Y11 excelled in their practical examination. A small
selection of fantastic work – well done y11!! We
are very proud of you. (Sophie Hobson, Logan
Pearce, Oliver Porter, Chloe Guy & Kai Rameswari)
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Design & Food Technology
Aspen Chicken Demonstation With Chef Bruce

Y9 Practicals This Term

Bruce (Aspen Catering) showed year 10 pupils how
to de-bone a chicken and how to make a chicken
stock, skills which they will require for year 11
practical exam.

This term we have been perfecting our pastry
skills; Short crust pastry to start (Jam Tarts),
followed by Filo pastry (Spring rolls) and finally
Flaky Pastry (Sausage rolls) to end the term.
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Design & Food Technology
Egg-cellent Easter Creations
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Computer Science
Y8 Code Academy

Y7 Audacity Sound Editing

Code Academy – understanding programming
techniques and angles to create different shapes
and patterns. Here are 2 examples from a year 8
class.

Audacity is free to download.

Year 7 pupils have been mixing sounds to tell a
story using Audacity software.
Examples:
Repeating commands can save time when making
complex shapes.

Pupils who complete all ten activities receiving a
certificate at the end.
Find out more at code.org

Sounds/music can be re-arranged and effects
applied to each sound.
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Art
Pop Art

Snuffle Mats

This term Year 7 Art students have been studying
colour theory and the Pop art movement. They
have been researching and working in the style of
Andy Warhol and Roy Litchenstein to create bold,
bright pieces of art. Well done Year 7!!!

As part of DT lessons Year 8 students have been
making Snuffle Mats to donate to animal rescue
centers. The Mats are designed to keep the dogs
entertained by adding treats into the thick fabric
and letting the dogs find them.

Students learn about animal welfare and
compassion in animal rescue. Some rescue dogs
have never been shown love and have never had
toys of their own. This is our students chance to
make a difference to a dog’s life.
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Careers
This year students in all year groups are having the
chance to get involved in lots of Careers activities
to help them prepare for their future.
Careers Fairs
Post 16 Options Fair
Last term we held a Post 16 Options fair for Year
11 to enable them to talk to various Sixth forms,
Colleges, Universities and Training Providers about
their Options after school.
Employability Skills For Year 11
To prepare students for the world of work,
Employers and training providers attended on
the Y11 Drop down on the 14th November and
supported the students in CV workshops.
Students were able to identify what they should
include in their CV and generate one from a
template.
On the 16th January this was followed up with
a Y11 Mock Interview day where 23 volunteers
from Employers in the local community gave the
students an experience of an interview.
All of the students that took part found this
activity helpful and many commented on feeling
more confident afterwards.

Students commented on how much they learnt
about different options available to them and some
were able to complete applications on the day
after discussing the courses with the visitors.
Ambition Barnsley
A group of Year 10 also had a visit to the annual
careers fair at the Metrodome Ambition Barnsley.
Year 10 and Year 11 students and parents were
also invited to the event in the evening and many
attended to gain valuable advice and help with
their career planning.

The visitors that attended were amazing and all the
students said they were made to feel at ease.
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Careers
The employers, which included local firms Barnsley
Council, Bernslai homes, Naylor (Wombwell),
NPS and Cranswick Convenience Foods were
impressed with how well our students engaged
with the activity. This event may actually lead to
genuine employment as some of these employers
are looking to recruit in the summer and have
asked students to apply.
Year 7 Stem Education Roadshow

Year 10 - World of Work Visit to Sheffield Hallam
University
15 of our year 10 students visited Sheffield Hallam
University on 26th February to find out more
about the advantages of Higher Education in the
workplace.
They took part in workshops and activities with 3
other schools and talked to different departments
about job roles in the University. They were
provided with information on the various pathways
including Higher and Degree Apprenticeships and
Self- Employment.
National Careers Week/Apprenticeship Week
4th-8th March 2019

On 27th February Year 7 took part in an interactive
presentation delivered by representatives of the
RAF/Navy and BAE.
The presentation included developments in
technology and explained aspects of the science,
maths and computer science involved in the
gadgets they used.
This event was held to show students the
importance of these subjects in today’s society and
the job roles that are available. The presentation
also demonstrated women in technical roles in the
RAF and Navy.

During National Careers week/Apprenticeship
Week Netherwood Academy students from Y11
attended a workshop to register and apply for
Apprenticeships.
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Careers
Careers Library Drop-In Support

Careers Activities - Summer Term

The Careers Library(C036) is a resource in school
for students of all year groups to use for Careers
research and to gain advice and guidance.
Y7- Y10 Students will have introduction sessions
as part of their PSHE lessons during the Spring
and Summer terms so that they are aware of the
resources and support they can receive by using
the Library and visiting the drop-in sessions.
Mrs Bird is based in the Careers Office next
door and she runs a drop-in for all year groups on
Tuesdays.

April -Y10 Workplace visit to Naylor Industries,
Wombwell

Y8 Options support drop-in is on Wednesday
lunchtimes in C036 to get help with picking course
options in Y9.
The Job Club for Y11 is now running on Thursday
lunchtimes to help withCVs, applications and
interview preparation.
A notice board has now been set up in the
Careers library showing local Apprenticeship and
training opportunities for Year 11 students.

Careers
Advice
Drop –in
Be prepared
For your future
Research.........
Your career ideas
College & UNI
Apprenticeships

May -Y9 Workplace visit to XPO logistics,
Grimethorpe
May – Y10 Advanced Manufacturing and Research
Centre visit
May – Heppsy bus returns
June date TBA– Y10 progression pathways
information event
June date TBA – Y10 Sixth form/college taster day
Community Job Shop
IF YOU ARE OVER 16, HAVE LEFT SCHOOL AND
NEED SUPPORT WITH LOOKING FOR WORK
OR NEED SOME ADVICE ON PATHWAYS THEN
PLEASE GET IN TOUCH.
IF WE GET ENOUGH INTEREST THEN WE
ARE HOPING TO OFFER AN AFTER SCHOOL
COMMUNITY JOB SHOP.
PLEASE EMAIL mbird3@astreanetherwood.org if
this is of interest to you.

Lunch breaks
Tuesdays—All years
Careers Library
Tuesday
& Thursday
C036

Careers Advice &
Support with....
Your Options
Applications
CVs

Mrs Bird—Careers Leader/Advisor
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HEPPSY
Kingswood
On Monday 1st April, 40 Year 11s visited
Kingswood to take part in an activity day focused
on revision, confidence and resilience in the run up
to the exam season. Miss Wilson and Miss Hirst
were really impressed with the engagement and
team spirit shown throughout the day.

Aim Higher Event
On Tuesday 2nd April, 150 Year 10 and Year 11
students took part in Netherwood’s first Aim High
event. Students had the opportunity to speak
to a selection of volunteers from the world of
work and Higher Education to discuss graduate
opportunities and progression pathways. The
event ended on a high with many parents joining
students for the evening event, where they were
able to gain valuable information about students
next steps in life after Netherwood. Miss Wilson
and Miss Hirst would like to thank former student
Jack Nunn for his fantastic contribution at the
event, Bruce and Dave for their fabulous food, Mrs
Lythe for her baking for the hospitality room, and
all the other staff who were involved in supporting
the event.
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HEPPSY
In the future
A cohort of year 9 students have started a
programme called ‘Discover us’ which involves
them looking at life at the Universities of
Sheffield, experiencing lecture type teaching and
also other common experiences of student life.
Great inspiration and preparation for life after
Netherwood.
We also have a year 10 trip pencilled in to visit
York St John’s University, hopefully with parents
involved too. To give them an earlier than usual
chance to look around a University to help dispel
myths and concerns that they may have about
living away from home , finance, type of work
expected etc. This will be later in the year and will
be offered to year 10 students and their families.
We have the Heppsy bus booked to come in on
the 14th March ( I think MBird will have sign
posted this .
At the beginning of April we will be holding a work
shop at Dearne Valley Kingswood with a targeted
cohort of year 11. They will be looking at issues
like resilience, confidence and study skills to help
them attain the highest grades possible in their real
exams.
Year 11 Food classes will be visiting Rotherham
UTR to do a taster afternoon in progression
courses from the Hospitality and Catering that we
offer at school. Courses that this can lead to in
Higher education.

www.astreanetherwood.org | 01226 272000 | Dove Valley Way, Wombwell, Barnsley, S73 8FE

Tel: 01226 272000
Fax: 01226 753486
E-Mail: contact@astreanetherwood.org
Website: www.astreanetherwood.org
Facebook: @netherwoodacademy
Twitter: @Netherwood_Acad

