
The English curriculum aims to support our students in both their literacy development and in 

developing a passion for English.  We ensure that students have access to a wide range of high 

quality literary texts as a basis for reading and we nurture high quality writing skills. Our curriculum 

is creative, innovative and supportive. It allows students to make progress, whilst learning about the 

foundations of language.  We also want our students to learn the importance of English and the role 

of articulation in the modern world.  

In terms of extra-curricular activities, students can access a range of lunchtime and after school 

sessions. The English department runs a popular book club, a poetry club, extra revision sessions for 

Key Stage 4 students and Debate club. In addition to this, students can experience live theatre as 

part of a Key Stage 3 trip to London where they visit the Globe theatre, see a performance and then 

spend the following day at the Harry Potter studios. Further opportunities are to be offered 

throughout the year.  

In Key Stage 3 students will explore Reading, Writing and Speaking and Listening through a variety of 

different themed units.  These allow us to address core skills across a topic base that allows students 

to experience high quality literary texts and also a passion for writing. We aim to teach a range of 

texts and ensure that through exploring the very best writing, pupils are in a stronger position to 

create their own very best writing. The curriculum also has a strong social, moral, spiritual and 

ethical focus that uses texts to expose students to wider issues and stimulate discussion on a range 

of topics.  

The thematic approach covers a raft of extracts from both fiction and non-fiction texts and students 

will learn and consolidate the key Reading, Writing and Speaking & Listening skills required at Key 

Stage 4.  

Year 7 

Autumn Term 

Identity – Poetry and Prose from other cultures. 

Mystery – Sherlock Holmes, Narrative Writing skills and Victorian non-fiction texts.  

The spring and summer term are currently under review.  

 

Year 8 

Autumn Term 

Heroes and Villains – Oliver Twist, Greek mythology, To Kill a Mockingbird. 

The Gothic – Macbeth, Frankenstein, poems of Edgar Allen Poe and Dracula.  

The spring and summer term are currently under review.  

 

Year 9  

Students will follow a similar curriculum to the GCSE courses ensuring that their skills and 

understanding are secure. They will study a range of high quality literature texts and develop an 

understanding of the GCSE papers and how to approach them. 



• Modern Texts - Of Mice and Men 

• English Language Papers 1 and 2 

• A Shakespeare text 

• A 19th century novel 

• The AQA GCSE Power and Conflict Poetry Cluster 
 

In Upper School we study the new AQA GCSE in Literature and Language from Year 10. 

The course is broken down into four main exam components, taken at the end of Year 11. 

• English Language Paper 1 Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing 
• English Language Paper 2 Writers’ View Points and Perspectives 
• English Literature Paper 1 Shakespeare and the 19th Century Novel 
• English Literature Paper2 Modern Texts and Poetry 

Students study these components in individual units with ongoing assessment to help 
prepare for the final examinations.  The course addressed the demands of both Language 
and Literature concurrently, and all core units are delivered by December of Year 11 - so the 
ongoing focus is revision after that. 

GCSE Information and Useful Documents 

Students at Netherwood take AQA GCSE Language and Literature.  Both course 
specifications can be found via the AQA website- www.qaqa.org/english . This video tutorial 
may also be helpful to clarify how the new grading system will work in 
English: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5EH2Pp6T2AU 

You will also find past exam papers and lots of other useful resources on their website.  

Literature exams are always taken in May and Language in early June. There are a total of 
four exams. Students will be supplied with an anthology of poems and access to set 
texts.  Assessments will take place throughout the year to support preparation and revisions 
for the final exams. 

Set texts for English Literature 

• Shakespeare  Year 11 - Romeo and Juliet. Year 10 – Macbeth 

• 19th Century text A Christmas Carol 

• Modern Text  Lord of the Flies 

• The AQA GCSE Power and Conflict Poetry Cluster 
 
 
 


