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Principal’s Welcome

It has been another busy and productive half term here at Netherwood. Thank you for your continued support 
and understanding through the ‘snow days’ and now preparing for the Tour De Yorkshire. Returning after 28 
years has been an interesting experience!

The recent parent forum was incredibly positive and there was a dialogue between staff and parents. This has 
enabled us to address concerns and issues together. I value this communication and would welcome you to join 
us at the next meeting which is on Wednesday 9th May 2018 at 6pm. As an incentive, any parents attending will 
receive 5 achievement points for their child.

There have been so many visits and activities which have enhanced the learning opportunities of our students 
this half term. Please do read through the newsletter which highlights our many successes. Notably, we have just 
heard that we are through to the National Finals of the Race for Line competition, which is a competition where 
student teams design and make a foam rocket car and then compete against other schools across the country. The 
hard work and talent of our Year 7’s is truly outstanding.

I am pleased to inform you that we have recruited two new Assistant Principals, Mr Richardson and Mr Cousins. 
Also, congratulations to Mr Bennett who has been appointed as Associate Assistant Principal. We would like 
to welcome Mr Walker, our new Curriculum Leader for History from Hemsworth Community College and Mrs 
Sanders will be taking up the post of Curriculum Leader for Maths.

As we move into exam season for the Year 11’s, we would like to wish them every success. They have had a 
fantastic experience working with a company called Maximise to support them with their revision and we hope 
they take every opportunity offered to them to achieve.

As we move through the summer term we will continue our improvement journey into the next academic year.

Yours faithfully

Miss A Wells

Principal
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Science
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Y7 Rocket Car Races 

Great news from the Rocket Car races that were 
held earlier this year. The year 7 students were 
divided into teams of 4 and made cars from foam 
blocks, in their DT lessons.  They made the wheels 
and axels, and then rockets were placed into the 
cars and detonated. The speed of the cars was 
measured. Two of our teams of year 7 students 
were the fastest in Yorkshire so are going through 
to the regional heats to race against teams from 
other schools. This takes place at RAF Waddington 
on Wednesday 25th April so good luck to the teams.

Y11
 
Elsewhere in the department the year 11’s are 
on the last push before their GCSE’s and are all 
working very hard on their revision, so they can get 
the grades this summer. 

It’s never a dull day in Science as all year groups 
get to grips with biology, chemistry and physics 
following exciting lessons packed with practical 
work.  The department smells lovely some days!!



Mathematics
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Year 11 Visit  PiXL

20  Year 11 students attended the PiXL Maths 
student conference on Thursday 26th April. It is a 
revision conference aimed at securing a grade 5. 

Year 9 & 10 Girls in Maths Day 

There is a trip for some Y9 & 10 girls on Thursday 
26th April to visit Sheffield Hallam University. The 
focus is ‘girls in maths’ and the day aims to inspire 
female students to look at the different career paths 
available in the field of mathematics. 

Best Work

Here is a collection of some fantastic work from 
pupils in Years 7, 8 and 9!



Modern Foreign Languages
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Fiesta time! 

This month MFL after school club created their 
own fabulous fiestas! We had Spanish themed food 
and drink, Spanish competitions and prizes, crazy 
costumes, dancing and drama….and a lot of crazy 
fun! 

The students loved the freedom to design their own 
fiesta (with a bit of guidance from the profesores 
–but what do we know) and designed their event 
with so much imagination and skill. Big well done to 
them!

This month we have been creating our own fun 
language booklets to teach primary students a bit 
about Spanish language and culture.
All the sessions are student led, so if you would like 
to try something new, explore your imagination and 
have a say in your learning…come along.  



Geography 
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Y11 Geography revision

Y11 students have been completing Revision 
Wheels/ Clocks in preparation for their exams. 
This one about Climate Change was completed by 
Kelsey Chapman. Fantastic presentation as usual 
Kelsey- a big well done from Mrs Jones.

Migration Push & Pull Factors 

Year 8 have been doing some fantastic work on 
migration push and pull factors. More work can be 
seen on display in the geography classrooms.

RSPB Visit 

Miss Kaye and Miss Long took a group of students 
to plant over 150 trees at the RSPB Old Moor site. 
The trip was aimed to engage young people in the 
local community, supporting the enviroment and 
local wildlife. 



Winner of over 100 
international awards, 
Wicked has
been casting its 
magical spell across 
the world for over
a decade and 
continues to break 
records at London’s
Apollo Victoria 
Theatre, where it is 
already the 17th
longest running show 
in West End theatre 
history.

Performing Arts
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Mayor’s Musical All Stars 
On Wednesday 18th April, Emilia Hill (Y10) was 
invited to perform at the Mayor’s Musical All Stars 
event at the Civic in Barnsley town centre.  The 
event was a celebration of musical talent in Barnsley 
and Emilia represented Netherwood Academy 
brilliantly.   Emilia performed a 30 minute vocal/
guitar set of crowd favourites and was warmly 
received by both the audience and the Mayor 
himself.  Certainly a talent to keep an eye out for in 
the future!

Mask Theatre 
This term Mr Utley’s year 8 classes have been 
working incredibly hard  on a new topic (Mask 
Theatre). Students have been developing new 
skills and techniques to apply to their own work 
and all of the students produced some excellent 
performances at the end of term. The students 
showed resilience, applied synchronised movement 
and clocking whilst maintaining all the rules of the 
mask. Well done year 8! 

Theatre Enrichment 
On Wednesday 7th March it was the next in our live 
for 25 theatre enrichment visit. This time students 
across all key stages saw an amazing production 
of War Horse at the Bradford Alhambra theatre. 
Jack Ormrod in Year 10 said, “I really enjoy Michael 
Morpurgo book of War Horse and the film, but 
the stage production was by far the best, it was 
amazing”.

Missed out on the last visit?  We still have a few 
spaces remaining on the next visit. If you’re in any 
key stages and would like to see Wicked at Leeds 
Grand, then please see Mr Utley for a letter and 
PC1.

Suitable for: KS3 & KS4

Theatre: Leeds Grand

Contribution Cost: £51.30



Physical Education 
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Athletics records

The following pupils have broken the current 
schools athletics records in the following events;

Boys
Ben Jordan- Year 8 High Jump - 1.45m

Brooke Middleton- Year 7 200m - 28.55 seconds 

Jack Mayes - Year 9 Long Jump - 4.60m

Joe Micklethwaite – Year 10 High Jump – 1.62m

Girls 
Ellie Kirk (Y7) - New High Jump Record of 1.20m

Ellie Kirk (Y7)-  New Shot Record of 6.80m

Jacey Shillito (Y8)- New 200m Record of 26.60 secs 

Amy Gallear (Y9) - New High Jump Record of 1.30m

Well done to all! 

Desk to 5K 

On Saturday 10th March over 20 Y7&8 girls and 
10 female members of staff from Netherwood 
took part in a 5km run at Locke Park.  The girls had 
been training for over 2 months to complete this 
challenge, which was organised by ‘Totally Runable’.
The girls, along with some female members of 
staff, attended training sessions every Thursday to 
work on their fitness levels with the goal at the end 
which was to complete 5km run at a local parkrun 
event.  All the girls worked hard during each session, 
pushing themselves each week.  

On the Saturday the girls demonstrated high levels 
of commitment and dedication as the run started at 
9am, and on the day it was pouring down with rain! 
However, this did not put anyone off and everyone 
attended with a smile on their face.
At the end of the race everyone felt proud of what 
they had achieved and were inspired to carry on 
with their new found passion for running.
A special mention to Kelly Norton who was our 
fastest girl, completing the 5km in 32minutes 21 
and to the female staff who completed the parkrun: 
Miss Thompson, Miss Hancock, Mrs Bird, Miss 
Long, Mrs Hitch, Mrs Chodnika, Mrs Gittner and 
Miss Campion.



Design & Food Technology 
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Year 7, 8 & 9 creations this month; 



Exam information
Year 11 have their GCSE ICT Exam on Monday the 
14th of May. This is worth 40% of their final mark. 
Pupils should be making good use of their revision 
guides and practice papers. Best of luck!

Year 10 Creative iMedia pupils are taking their 
R81: Pre-production exam on Wednesday the 6th 
of June. Worth 25% of their final mark. Extra past 
papers available on request. Good luck!

Coding Club
Every Wednesday from 2:30pm until 3:30pm for 
year 7 and 8.

ICT
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Elsecar Trip
Year 10 pupils have all now completed their 
photoshoot for the R90: Photography unit. Here are 
some standout photos!

Sketchup
Year 7 pupils this half term have been developing 
3D architecture models using the program ‘Sketch 
Up’. The program can be downloaded for free at 
www.sketchup.com. 
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