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Principal’s Welcome

Dear Parent/Carer,

Welcome to the new Netherwood newsletter. It has 
been a busy half term, but I am really happy to be 
here. I intend to communicate with you through the 
newsletter on a regular basis. This will enable us to 
update you on the wonderful success of students and 
staff at Netherwood Academy as well as providing us 
with the opportunity to inform you of our progress in 
moving the academy forward. This was shared with 
parents at our initial meetings this term and I know 
that improving communication is a priority for us so 
you feel involved and informed about our journey as a 
school.

I was extremely pleased with the attendance at the 
parent meetings. Parents were honest, supportive and 
constructive. I hope to continue to build upon this with 
a parent forum meeting every half term. The first one 
will be on the 14 March 2018 at 6pm-7pm.

I have had the privilege of attending two evening 
performances since arriving at Netherwood. In both 
the dance festival and the Performing Arts showcase 
evening I witnessed our students performing to a very 
high standard. It was an absolute pleasure to see our 
students involved in extra curricular events, and also 
to see the support they received from an appreciative 
audience made up of families, staff and peers.

Many events outside the classroom have happened 
to develop our students and to deliver a wider 
educational experience. Some of these events are 
showcased in this newsletter, others are highlighted 
through our use of the school website, Twitter, 
Facebook and Netherwood TV. Please do access any of 
these platforms so you can see the whole range of our 
work at Netherwood. It really is inspiring to see the 
success of our students.

Much work has taken place to improve our school 
this term. New marking and homework policies have 
been introduced. We will now start to embed the 
expectations in these areas across the school. Year 11 
have just sat a full set of pre-public examinations (mock 
exams) and I have been very impressed with their 
mature approach. This will help the students to be 
ready to sit the final examinations in the summer term. 
Mrs Wilson and Miss Long have worked incredibly 

hard to support year 11 in preparation for Post 16 
options. Students are supported through interview 
practice and college/sixth form presentations.

Attendance at Netherwood remains a key concern. 
Our attendance rates are below national average and if 
we are to enable our students to achieve the very best 
outcomes they are capable of then we must improve 
attendance overall. I ask you to continue supporting 
us in this key area of development. When parents, 
students and staff all work together we will have 
greater success.

I wish to share with you that Mr Smith and Mrs Kilner 
have taken up opportunities outside of Netherwood. 
We will be advertising for senior leaders to join 
Netherwood as soon as possible and in the meantime 
the three Deputy Directors of Education, Science Lead 
and Maths Lead for Astrea are supporting us. I wish Mr 
Smith and Mrs Kilner every success in the future and 
I thank them for their contributions over the years at 
Netherwood Academy.

Mr Rolfe will be leaving us at the end of the Spring 
Term. His work as Curriculum Leader for Maths will 
be filled (temporarily) by Miss Smith and Mrs Sanders. 
We have also secured Mr Golden and Mr Nixon as 
permanent members of the mathematics team.

Mr Walker will be joining us at the start of the summer 
term as the new Curriculum Leader for History.

I hope this gives you a clear indication of our progress 
so far. Please do join us at the parent forum so that we 
can continue to communicate with you and ensure that 
we continue to develop as an Academy.

Yours faithfully

Miss A Wells

Principal
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English

Look at these fantastic notes, completed by Hollie 
Wilson.  These are a perfect example of notes which 
will be super useful for revising from for her GCSE 
exams, and demonstrate hard work and motivation. 

“If music be the food of love, play on!”

On Thursday 8th March, we were lucky enough to 
have our second opportunity for a whole year group 
to experience a live streaming of a Shakespeare 
play from the Royal Shakespeare Company.  Last 
term, Year 9 were all treated to Julius Caesar, and 
this week Year 8 have all watched the play they will 
be studying this term: Twelfth Night.  Despite the 
snowy start to the day, Year 8 were able to enjoy an 
entire production, and we even got mentioned by 
the presenters!  We are already looking forward to 
the next production in April, which is Macbeth for 
Year 7.  We can’t wait!
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Staff Dress Up for World Book Day 2018



Mathematics

February Half Term Y11 Revision

The Y11 students that attended the revision session 
with Mrs Sanders and Mrs Preece in February half 
term experienced a walking talking mock to prepare 
them for the mock exams that took place this week. 
Students were really enthusiastic – thank you for 
turning up to this session during the holiday!

Updates from Mrs Chodnicka

Some students in Mrs Chodnicka’s Y10 class have 
been voluntarily attending after school revision. 
Well done to those students who are putting a great 
deal of effort into preparing for their assessments. 
A huge well done to William Gibbs in Y9 for going 
above and beyond in order to make sure his 
homework is handed in on time.

Maths revision posters from 11W1 and 11E2

Mrs Sanders set homework over February half 
term to produce revision posters for the upcoming 
mock exams. A great deal of effort has gone into 
the posters and they look absolutely amazing – well 
done Y11!
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Science

Year 7 

Currently Y7 are working extremely hard towards 
the Race for the line competition; where they are 
building rocket powered cars and have the chance 
of being in a national competition.

Friday 16th March, a group of science teachers 
are taking a selection of Key Stage 3 students to 
the Big Bang Fair in Birmingham.  With an idea to 
promote STEM, meet employers and increase their 
understanding of science careers.

A selection of students are hard at work completing 
their projects for the Science Fayre.  Projects 
include; coding machines, da Vinci bridges and bug 
hotels.

Science Exam Dates:
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Modern Foreign Languages

Year 7 Teacher Challenge 

As part of the learning and development in Spanish 
with Mrs Sedgewick’s class, the students can 
volunteer to take the teacher challenge. This 
involves a 10 minute teaching slot of reinforcing 
vocabulary to the rest of the class. The students get 
a criteria/ learning objective/things to remember/
feedback and a certificate afterwards! This week 
Y7 students John Conceicao and Daniel Almeida 
volunteered to teach the class their native language 
Portuguese! Such a fantastic job from both of them! 
The class really enjoyed the lesson and the students 
shone with their confidence and clarity! Well done 
boys – very proud Señora

Year 8

Year eight nurture were given this challenge in 
their Spanish lessons to complete their topic about 
town. They could work in groups or on their own 
and the work they produced in just one lesson 
was outstanding! Mrs Hamstead was so proud of 
them she struggled to choose a winner! Special 
mentions go to Joshua Manley, Megan Hewitt, 
Lewis Eastwood and Leon Marsden. However the 
winners were Joshua Bloomer, Luke Tyldesley and 
Ethan Dyson!
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Geography 

Year 7

Photos were taken during a year 7 litter pick. Students 
worked with Wombwell Tidy Team to clean up the 
schools locality. Students enjoyed the chance to 
participate in community activities whilst learning 
about environmental issues and the recycling process.

 7NDO 

The students worked on teamwork and co-operative 
learning whilst learning about settlements.
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Performing Arts

Dance Showcase 2018
On Thursday 25th January 2018 Netherwood 
held its annual Dance showcase, which was a huge 
success.  Over 70 dancers performed 30 routines 
to a sell-out audience, which included a variety of 
styles and genres. There were a range of ages and 
abilities involved in the showcase including Key 
Stage 3 Dance club and Key Stage 4 BTEC Dance 
classes, and a variety of group sizes including solos, 
duets, small group and whole class dances. 
All the students worked extremely hard in 
rehearsals; some students choreographed their own 
routines and organised everything from the music 
to the costumes.  Well done to all involved, the night 
was spectacular and we look forward to next year’s 
showcase!

London Residential Trip 
In February, 44 KS4 drama and dance students went 
to London for three days and watched two amazing 
West End shows. The students saw Wicked and The 
Woman in Black, both were given rave reviews by 
the staff and students. They also spent some time 
sightseeing in the capital and visiting sights such as 
Big Ben, Downing Street and Buckingham Palace. 
The students also went on the London Eye.

Performing Arts Showcase 2018
On Tuesday 20th February many of our students 
took part in the Performing Arts Showcase, an 
annual opportunity to share both exam pieces 
and extra-curricular work from across the Music, 
Dance and Drama subjects.  The programme was 
packed full of exciting performances in a multitude 
of styles ranging from rock bands, solo musical 
pieces, mass dance choreography and both funny 
and thought provoking drama.  Overall over 100 
of Netherwood’s talented students from Y7 all 
the way to Y10 took part in the evening, many of 
whom performed their exam pieces for their BTEC 
Performing Arts or Music exams.  We wish all those 
who performed good luck in their results and thank 
everyone who attended the evening for making it 
such a success.

Vocal Exams 
Vocal lessons are increasingly popular at 
Netherwood and students are really seeing the 
results of their hard work in lessons.  Several of our 
vocal students took their Trinity College Rock and 
Pop Vocal exams last term and after a long, nervous 
wait all passed with flying colours - congratulations 
to Sophie Hancock, Madison Wilson, Summer 
Underwood and Taya Smith who passed their Grade 
2 exam and Abbie Spencer who passed her Grade 1 
exam. 

Instrumental Lessons 
We are now taking names for any pupils wanting to 
start instrumental lessons after Easter – if anyone 
wishes to start lessons in vocals, piano/keyboard, 
violin, woodwind, guitar or drums please see Miss 
Smith for a letter with further information.
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Physical Education 

Desk to 5K

At Netherwood we are currently running a Desk 
to 5k initiative with girls from Y7 & Y8 which is 
organised and delivered by ‘Totally Runnable’.  A 
group of over 30 girls have been coming every 
Thursday since the 18th January to improve their 
knowledge and understanding of exercise, fitness 
and nutrition with the aim of completing a 5km 
run on Saturday 10th March at Locke Park.  There 
have also been a number of female teachers who 
have been training with the girls, and who will run 
alongside them on the 10th March.  Everyone who 
has been involved has shown great commitment 
and enthusiasm throughout! Each week the girls 
have been building up their exercise sessions as well 
as completing a number of tasks and challenges.  It 
has been a fantastic programme so far, and we look 
forward to seeing all the girls completing the 5k run.  
Good luck to everyone!

Upcoming football competitions

All competitions are 5-a-side, with two teams entered, so a maxium of 14 pupils can play.

Boys Under 14 - Thursday 22nd March at Carlton

Girls Under 16 - Tuesday 13th March at Carlton

Boys Under 12 - Tuesday 17th April at Carlton

Boys Under 16 - Wednesday 21st March at Carlton
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Design & Food Technology 

Waterton Park Visit 

Year 11 students visited Waterton Park Hotel 
to support their revision for the mock GCSE 
Hospitality exam. 15th Jan ’18  We looked at job 
roles, environmental considerations and planning 
an event. They also enjoyed a lovely cold buffet and 
drink. They seemed to enjoy every minute and were 
the perfect students  throughout the whole visit – 
Their singing on the minibus home was however not 
perfect

Future Chef 

Recently two of our students, Mollie Illingworth 
and Taya Smith ,   took part in the regional final of 
Future Chef and came very close as runners up. 
Their performance was amazing and the food they 
produced was top class. We are looking forward to 
competing again next year!
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Year 7 
There has been some fabulous food produced this 
term already with some very budding new chefs 
coming up in year 7. Here are some of the pictures 
of some of the food they have presented.

Art 

This term Year 8 Textiles students have produced 
a range of doggy neckerchiefs, dog beds and 
disabled dog bags for the charity Wolfies legacy. 
The students have designed and created bags, beds 
and neckerchiefs to help support the trust with vital 
supplies and bright merchandise to advertise the 
charity. 

This is Photographs of some of their work:

Show Racism the Red Card

This half term our art students have been producing 
posters to promote a positive message against 
racism to enter for a national competition. Year 7-10 
students in both art and art textiles are working on 
final pieces to inspire people to celebrate difference 
and promote equality.



ICT

Elsecar Heritage Centre Trip - (Thursday 8th March)

As part of their Creative iMedia qualification, pupils 
have been required to do a photo shoot.

The theme was based on architecture and the 
aim was to promote the local area to tourists and 
shoppers. Pupils on Thursday visited the heritage 
centre and used a range of camera techniques 
including:

Leading lines

Rule of thirds

Symmetry

Perspective…. and other techniques.

Pupils also took photos of the local craft shops and 
machinery at the site, these were aimed at those 
interested in the history of the area. Pupils will now 
select the best photos they have taken and present 
them in a portfolio.
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As part of our work to improve communication across Netherwood, we will 
implement a ‘You said, we did’ campaign. Our initial responses to comments made 

by the parent forum are;

You Said

Homework is 
inconsistent

You Said

Improve reports home to 
parents

You Said

Communication is a 
major issue

We Did

We have introduced a new 
policy to build a consistent 

approach to homework 
across the school

We Did

We will be reviewing 
reports and holding year 

group meetings for parents 
this term

We Did

We have improved the 
calendar on the website 
and introduced monthly 

newsletters



Tel: 01226 272000

Fax: 01226 753486

E-Mail: contact@netherwoodschool.co.uk

Website: www.astreanetherwood.org

Facebook: @netherwoodacademy

Twitter: @Netherwood_Acad


